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Alumni President’s Report
Dear Brothers,
Until recently we have held the
annual meeting for the alumni association on the Friday prior to Picnic Day. This was followed by the
annual awards dinner. On Picnic
Day a barbeque was held at the
house. Over time, due to various
reasons, attendance has declined.
Over the past two years we
have been working on holding
more events throughout the year to
offer those unable to attend Picnic
Day an opportunity to get together
and reconnect. While these have
been well attended, we do not believe they have reached their full
potential due to a lack of enough
advance notice and consistency
on the part of your Board. That
ends with this letter.
While I am sure we are all involved with small groups of fellow alumni in our area, we would
like to hold four events per year
that everyone is aware of. So, we
have come up with the following
events and dates. Our hope is that
by holding the events at the same
time each year we can begin planning earlier and everyone can add
it to their calendar long before the
event. Here are the events:
Alumni Dinner
Held in the AGR Room of the
Walter Buehler Alumni & Visitors
Center. The next date is Saturday
February 13th, 2010. The focus is
on reconnecting and enjoying everyone’s company over dinner and
music.

Annual Meeting
Held at the AGR house beginning at 2:00 P.M. on Picnic Day,
April 17th, 2010. The purpose is
to update members on the status
of the House and the Alumni Association.
Awards Banquet
Held at the Joe A. Heidrick
Western Center for Agricultural
Equipment on the Friday evening
prior to Homecoming. The date this
year is Friday, October 16th. This
is the time we recognize brothers
for their outstanding achievements
and get an update on what is happening at UC Davis.
To be announced...
Finally we are developing a
plan to hold a rotating event to be
held during summer. The idea is
to move this event from place to
place, highlighting local alumni
and their businesses with an event.
We will keep you updated and
hope to hold our first event during
the summer of 2010.
Again, our hope is to offer ample opportunity for our members
to attend at least one event and
either stay connected or reconnect
with the fraternity. By bringing
consistency to the events we hope
to make it easier to plan.
As always, your comments and
input are welcome.
Sincerely,
Brett Tank
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Lookin’ for Lunkers...
The FLW College fishing circuit is
a new opportunity for college students to compete in the growing
sport of bass fishing.   The event,
which is primarily sponsored by
the National Guard, consists of four
qualifying tournaments in which
the winning two-person team can
win a check for $10,000.  
I am competing in the Western
Division of the College Series and
fished three of the four qualifying
tournaments.  A fellow angler from
UC-Davis, Steve Reed, and I won
the first tournament at the notorious Clear Lake in California.  We
took the prize with the full 6-fish
limit allowed by the college series
(3 best fish each) with a bag weighing 23 pounds 9 ounces, defeating
the second place Sacramento State
by more than 4 pounds.  Our bag
consisted of all good-sized fish but

topped off with a 6-pound largemouth that was landed by both of
us.   The second tournament was
held at Lake Oroville in California; we finished 4th, which was
enough to win us $3,000.   
The UC-Davis bass fishing
team has now qualified to fish
in the 3-day Western Regional
Championship tournament in the
California Delta.    The tournament is from September 19-21,
with the final day only consisting
of the top 10 boats from the first

two days.   The final day weigh-in
will take place on the University
of the Pacific campus in Stockton,
California.   The first place winner
will receive a Ranger bass boat;
the second place team takes home
$25,000.
The college fishing circuit allows any 4-year school to compete; all they have to do is create a
bass fishing club and register with
FLW.   Boats are provided and they
even cover gas money to drive to
the tournament, all in the interest of evening the playing field
for college students with shallow
pockets.  For more information on
results, dates and locations, pictures, or creating your own club,
visit www.collegefishing.com.   
Fraternally,
Ken Gunderson

A few Phi Chapter alums were in attendance
during the 2008-2009 Student Teacher
Banquet. Jacob Bates was honored with the
Brad Norman Davis Award. From left to
right: Dr. Edward Depeters, Jeremy Turner,
Charles Van Riper, Jacob Bates, Dana Van
Liew, Alex Xanthus, Donnie Whitworth and
Jim Rumsey.
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Bishop Mule Days Celebration
The 40th annual Bishop Mule Days
was held with great success from
March 19th24th.   The
festival
celebrated mules
as strong and
versatile work
animals, with
a wide variety of events for their
owners to show off their talents.  
People from across the U.S.
competed in events such as mule
chariot racing, timed farrier shoeing, sled pulling, steer roping, cow
cutting, team sorting, and the always chaotic pack races.  The rodeo aspect of the week was filled
with excitement and comedic relief as the announcers made it fun
for all ages.   Great fishing, hiking, and vistas make the town of
Bishop a great Memorial Weekend
destination for any outdoors person.  
Alpha Gamma Rho was represented by Chi Chapter alumni
Matt Kelly, James Bledsoe, Robert
Anderson, Carlos Martinez, and
Scott Rogers.  Frank Luenser with
wife Heidi and daughter Andrea
operated the Alpha Gamma Rho
BBQ booth.   Phi Chapter active
Travis Goldman, accompanied
by UC-Davis undergrads Becky
Wheeler and Nicole Lincé, helped
out through the weekend.  
This is the third year that Phi
chapter has assisted with the event.   
The booth sold ribs, burgers, tri tip
and soft drinks to the public at a
blistering pace due to the high demand for high quality beef, ribs,

and burgers.   For further information on how you can become a part
of the Alpha Gamma Rho Bishop
Mule Days experience, please
contact Chi Chapter’s House Advisor Frank Luenser for details.   No
matter if you’re an active member
or alumnus, you won’t regret it.  

Our Featured
Undergrad...
My name is Andersen Kusumadaniswara and I am a first-year student
attending the University of California-Davis.   I am a
food science major
with a minor in animal science, with
an emphasis on
livestock and dairy.  
My family and I emigrated from
Indonesia to America for a better
life in April of 1999.   I have had
very few experiences in terms of
agriculture but have come to learn
a lot more since I came to Davis.  
I have been taking several internships in the Dairy Barn working
with the dairy cattle.  
I joined Alpha Gamma Rho
because it is an agricultural fraternity and one of the most reputable
fraternities in the nation.

Page 3

Chapter
Scholarships
Awarded
Picnic Day - a time of celebration,
barbeques, and good times in the
small town of Davis.  
Every year the alumni
of Alpha Gamma Rho
bring their friends
and family members
over to the house for
a big reunion and a
time for reminiscing.  
All the undergraduates attend as
well, to meet some of the prominent members who once lived in
the very same rooms we live in
today.
Aside from all the festivities,
the alumni of Alpha Gamma Rho
handed out seven generous scholarships to seven qualified undergraduate members.   Each award
has its own requirements, including living in the house, maintaining
a certain GPA, or simply having a
major in the College of Agriculture
and Environmental Science.  
After a very professional and
eloquent interview process, and
what I can only imagine was a
tough decision for the alumni to
make, this year’s winners were: Jeffrey Paul, Travis Goldman, Robert
Vyvlecka, Marc Sallaberry, Jacob
Bates, Anthony Gadd and Zachary Duey.  All the recipients were
honored to win their awards and a
big thank you goes out to Alumni
for their contributions to the Phi
Endowment Fund.
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Softball Update
While most students at UC-Davis
think of the spring as the time period where the
flowers start
blossoming,
or opening of
the rec pool,
it is known as
softball season
for the members of Alpha Gamma
Rho.  It is the season for kicking on
the cleats and dusting off the glove
to compete in Men’s B softball.
This season we nearly had all
the starters return from the prior
year, including two alumni, Jeran
Leymaster and Ray Davis. Ray
played pitcher for all five games
and Jeran played in the last two.
One of our new members, Travis

Goldman, filled in at second base
and was key in turning double
plays with our shortstop, Justin
Gotfried.
We had some trouble at the
beginning of the season, losing
7-9 to a team that we could have
beat if we had been defensively
sound. We bounced back in the
next two games with an offensive
explosion, as we scored 45 runs
and only gave up 7.
After these two games we
clinched a playoff spot and were
ready to face one of our archrivals
from last year, The Dingos. However, injuries and offensive output
plagued us that game and we ended up losing 14-3. The following
week, we entered the first round

of the playoffs with the 14th seed
and lost the team that beat us in
the first round last year.
While our record was a disappointing 2-3, we finished the season in the top ten for runs scored.  
Come next spring, a focus will be
placed on defense. I anticipate
only losing one or two players because some of our graduating seniors will live in the area next year
and will compete in another season with us. With these returning
players and working out our kinks
early in the season, we will be a
hard-to-beat team for next year.
James Nichols
IM Sports Captain

