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make your plans
Bills vs Jets

november 23

Second-annual post new years  
get-together in nyC

undergraduates and alumni are invited. 
January 3, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m., $40, food 
and drink included at peter mcmanus 
Cafe, 152 7th ave, new york, ny 10011

Beta Barrels Forward
By Adam Greenbaum ’16
Prior

While campus is inundated with “prelim sea-
son,” the chapter has been thriving throughout 
these first few months of the semester. We have a 
strong candidate class, the largest brotherhood on 
campus and engaged fraternity leadership. Our 
committee chairs continue to empower the chapter 
by orchestrating great events and programs.

 As Prior, I am impressed with the brotherhood’s 
initiative, spirit, and actions. The chapter has already 
raised hundreds of dollars for philanthropy, broth-
ers are assuming leadership positions on campus, 
and our social schedule has been packed and excit-
ing. We thank the alumni who joined us for Home-
coming Weekend; Chef Scottie’s delicious food yet 
again made our tailgate one of the most popular at 
the football game. Meanwhile, the semester is barely 

half way through—and there is still much in store for 
the Beta Chapter, including a brotherhood trip to the 
Buffalo Bills game, a brand new philanthropy event 
for Halloween, and preparation for another success-
ful Rush Week in January. 

 While continuing to excel on campus, some of 
our brothers are up to some amazing things! Xiao 
Xu ’15 is the founder of an online news site called Bit 
of News. The site has more than 25,000 subscribers 
within 15 different schools, amounting to more than 
2.1 million issues read. Taylor Kasakoff ’16 became 
the goalie for the club soccer team, which is headed 
to regionals. On a related note, our fraternity intra-
mural teams went undefeated in soccer and football, 
and now are entering the playoffs.

It is an exciting time to be a part of Sammy Beta. 
As we continue to thrive as a fraternity at Cornell, 
we would also like to thank all of the alumni for 
their continued support!

“it’s Been 40 years already!”
By Randy Barbarash ’73
Chairman of the Beta Alumni Board

I can just imagine my wife saying that to 
me each time I venture up to Ithaca to help out 
at a Sammy event, participate in a conference, 
or witness an election. So, why have I renewed 
my affiliation with our former home? At first 
it was to help a friend—Dennis Paese put out 
a call for alumni to get involved. Isn’t that one 
of the reasons we joined the fraternity to begin 
with—to establish and enjoy the camaraderie 
of similar-minded people? It has been very 
nice getting reacquainted with an old friend.

After a year or two, my motivation ex-
panded.  I’ve gotten to know quite a few of 
the brothers and recent alumni. They are 

amazingly smart young men who are a lot of 
fun to be around. The culture in universities 
around the country and certainly at Cornell is 
currently not very fraternity friendly. Despite 
this, our young men are scholars, many are 
involved in a host of university organizations, 
they raise money for different campus and na-
tional charities, and they manage to be normal 
college students.  

I just returned from a weekend in Ithaca 
for the Homecoming activities. If you change 
the scenery and names, it could have been any 
Cornell Homecoming Weekend.  So, why am 
I spending four or five weekends a year with 
a bunch of young men? Because I enjoy it! 
Now, I’m not suggesting that all you alumni 
begin traveling to Ithaca a couple of weekends 

a year (although it would be great to see that 
happen). However, I strongly believe that if 
you become more involved in your fraternity 
you will thoroughly enjoy the experience. Get 
involved by reading about house activities on 
the Beta Chapter website (sambeta.com); read 
and/or post on our Facebook page (facebook.
com/groups/734350109960558/); attend a re-
union; or just stop in if you find yourself in 
the Ithaca area—a little advance notice would 
probably be helpful here. 

By the way, I am lucky enough to have an 
understanding wife—she would never ask why 
I spend my time up at Sammy. In our days—
she spent a good deal of time at 210 Thurston 
and understands quite well the value I place on 
my being a Sammy!
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ethan Coy ’17 hails from Demarest, New Jersey, 
and is studying applied economics and management.  
He’s an editor for the Cornell Business Review, and he 
interned this past summer at LionEye Capital, a New 
York-based hedge fund. He transferred to Cornell 
from Northeastern University this year and owes his 
smooth transition to the support he received from 
the brothers of Sigma Alpha Mu. During his free time 
he enjoys playing basketball, keeping up on current 
events, traveling, and watching sports.

Jeffrey Sherman ’17 is an ILR major from Armonk, 
New York. On campus he plays on the club lacrosse 
team and is also a member of FMGC, the Financial 
Management Group of Cornell.

Christopher varlotta ’17 is a sophomore from 
Scarsdale, New York. He is studying nutritional sci-
ences in the College of Agriculture & Life Sciences 
and is also pre-med. He enjoys watching and playing 
sports, and volunteering at events like the NYC Mara-
thon as a medical assistant for athletes. He hopes to 
pursue a career in orthopedics and sports medicine 
after college.

meet our  
new members! By Jacob Glick ’15

Rush Chairman

The Beta Chapter has been riding high on wave 
after wave of successful recruitment seasons. In fact, 
the strength of our brotherhood—currently the larg-
est on Cornell’s campus—is the testament to past tri-
umphs on Rush. This past September, we welcomed 
three new members during the less formal fall re-
cruitment, showing that while our chapter is as large 
as it has ever been, we are still excited to welcome 
worthy young men into our fraternity. Their experi-
ence thus far within the brotherhood is but a taste 
of what will come next semester, when brothers will 
return in full force to recruit yet another full-sized, 
tightly knit, high-achieving candidate class. 

With all that in mind, we are well aware that 
prior Rush Week victories are no guarantee of what 
will come this January. In order to sustain the mo-
mentum, we’ve taken advantage of our thriving 
brotherhood in order to show incoming freshmen 
just how rewarding a Sigma Alpha Mu experience 

can be. The high volume of freshmen already en-
gaged with brothers  —whether it be through Hillel 
involvement, family ties, or other extracurricular 
activities—has begun an organic recruitment pro-
cess that will pay off in January. 

To keep the brotherhood and prospective new 
members engaged in a process that seems so distant 
in the fall, we will be repeating our now-yearly pil-
grimage to the Buffalo Bills’ home game against the 
New York Jets. This event, which was a roaring suc-
cess in attracting a candidate class last year, will once 
again bring the brotherhood closer to those young 
men who might soon be joining it. 

Through events such as this, recruitment can 
thrive despite the increasing regulations placed 
upon us by the university. While maintaining our 
large size and, at the same time, demanding the 
same caliber of new members will not be easy in 
the current Greek climate, I am confident that our 
brotherhood—which is the product of years of con-
scientious Rush effort—will rise to the challenge 
yet again come January.

Chapter Builds on previous rush Success

By Adam Mills ’16
Brotherhood Chairman

Because of the sheer size of our brother-
hood—more than 80 members at present—the 
frequency and relevance of brotherhood events 
has become only more important. From tour-
ing vineyards along Seneca Lake, to date nights 
in Collegetown, our fraternity loves to come to-
gether to celebrate and have a great time.

While the size of the house can make plan-
ning these events difficult, the brothers still get 
extremely excited for our events, which provide 

a great time for the whole house. As the semes-
ter progresses and everyone’s workload starts to  
get heavier, we try to give people a fun break 
where they can have a good time and not worry 
about school. 

In addition to these large-scale events, the 
committee often plans smaller events to offer an 
outlet for relaxation. We recently invested in a 
new Ping-Pong table (to only be used for actual 
table tennis) for brotherhood-wide tournaments 
and pickup games, and we often stage impromp-
tu poker games at the chapter house to facilitate 
greater brotherhood bonding.

Beta Brotherhood Bonding

Chris Varlotta ‘17, Jeff Sherman ‘17, 
and Ethan Coy ‘17

Adam Mills ’16 perches outside the 
chapter house on Sisson Place.

Jacob Glick ’15, Pat Gilson ’15,  
David Fischer ’15, and their  

wine tour dates.

Our most recent Priors, Adam Green-
baum ’16 and David Fischer ’15.
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By Aaron Miller ’01
Alumni Board Member

Alumni much older than 30 may not realize 
that the Cornell Sammy house is at 10 Sisson Place 
now. (Where?) That’s the old Chi Omega house. 
(Where?) Yeah, I didn’t really hang out at Chi-O 
either—it was right by Dickson and Kappa Delta. 
So Sammy is across the street from Dickson now, 
by RPU on north campus.  

We all have a lot of great memories from 210 
Thurston. Crush parties. The balconies that first 
week back in the fall. Pledge nights. The kitchen the 
morning after pledge night. Winning the Founder’s 
Cup. Stealing the Founder’s Cup. Couch Jenga. 
The Pit. Pit singles. The smell in the Pit. The view 
from the Pit. The AEPes next door. The smell in the 
kitchen. The smell in the basement. Parties in the 
basement. Ducking going down the stairs to the 
basement. Yeah, we had parties and ate meals in a 
basement. Or on the floor in the living room. Huh.

Lets be honest—210 Thurston was a bit of a hole.  
It was OUR hole, and it looked a bit like Animal 
House, which I thought was fun. But it was a pretty 
shoddy compared to other Cornell houses.  Certain-
ly not a place that made girls or rushes swoon.

Still, in 2004 when I heard Sammy was mov-
ing into a former sorority house, I was conflict-
ed. Yeah it was a bigger, cleaner place, but it just 
seemed wrong. Would it feel like my Ithaca home 
anymore? And seriously—Chi-O? Was it really 
THAT much better than good old 210 Thurston?

Yeah, actually, it was that much better. And 
still is, although it could be better still. The first 
time you see it, it’s weird to see all the Beta com-
posites on strange walls. When Beta first moved 
in, the place still mostly looked like a sorority. 
There were sorority curtains and sorority furni-
ture in the main common room. The rug was 
way too nice. There were fruffy chandelier lights 
hanging. The boys have snuffed out the sorority 
feel over the years, but it is still a much more com-
fortable and civilized situation than 210 Thurston 
ever was. There is a dining room with windows, 
and it’s even next to the kitchen! No more carry-
ing dinner down into a basement! The common 
room is nicer and bigger than the one at 210. It 
helps that there are two big rec and TV rooms 
on the second and third floors where the day-to-
day (and random late night) nonsense can go on, 
which helps keep the main level respectable. There 
are grass yards front and back where you can toss 

a ball, and have a big grill for events. It’s way bet-
ter. It’s not even close.    

I have been back to Sammy Beta at 10 Sisson 
Place a half-dozen times, and it feels normal now. 
Our composite pictures are hanging on the wall. 
Two (two!) Founder’s Cups are in a big trophy 
case. The Terry Case holds a position of honor in 
the chapter room. Dennis holds court as he always 
has. It’s the same, but better. If you have not seen 
it yet then you really should make the trip for Re-
union 2015. Ithaca is lovely in June, and you won’t 
have any homework. Remember how great Ithaca 
is when you don’t have homework? It’s true you 
won’t be able to climb a ladder down into the Pit 
(with a shovel?), but I promise you won’t miss it.

a 210 alumnus learns to love the new house

By David Fischer ’15
Alumni Affairs Chairman

One of the best things about Homecoming 
Weekend is seeing recently graduated brothers 
and friends. As a senior, being the oldest man 
on the totem pole can sometimes be a bit of a 
burden, so it’s nice when alumni come back to 
campus to put us seniors back in our places. Even 
if it’s only for a few days.

This year’s Homecoming celebration certainly 
did not disappoint. With several young alumni 
coming back as early as the Wednesday before 
the big game, the nostalgia was in full effect, and 
the Sammy house became a beacon of “remem-
ber when’s” and bonding between the recently 
graduated and the recently initiated. Dennis 
Paese, Randy Barbarash, and Joel Moses were all 
in attendance at the Homecoming 
tailgate with Chef Scottie presid-
ing over all culinary matters. The 
tailgate was located in the lot out-
side of the wrestling center this 
year, and it proved to be one of my 
personal favorite memories of my 
senior year so far.

I know what you’re prob-
ably thinking right now: “That all 
sounds great, and I’d love to come 
back up to Ithaca, but it’s just so 
far.” Well, in addition to our alumni 
gatherings in Ithaca for Reunion 

and Homecoming, our alumni have 
been increasingly gathering outside 
of Ithaca. Last January, Brother Jus-
tin McManus ’03 hosted us for an 
undergraduate and alumni meet-
up in New York City at the STASH 
NYC Bar & Grill. In November, a 
large contingent of undergradu-
ates and alumni will descend on 
MSG for the Red Hot Hockey game 
against Penn State. If you have tick-
ets and are interested in meeting up 
with Betas before or after the game, 
email Jon Weinberg ’13 (jmw398@
cornell.edu) for details. Stay tuned 
for details about other meet-ups 
outside of Ithaca; we’d love to con-
nect with you!  

alumni return home for homecoming Weekend

Sammy at 210 Thurston.

Dennis Paese ’73 and Joel Moses ’85  
at the Homecoming tailgate.

Brothers, alumni, and their friends enjoy  
the Homecoming tailgate.

Chef Scottie presiding 
over the tailgate.



newsfromouralumni
Frederic J. Sherman ’58 enjoyed 
lunch this past March with Nancy 
and Jim Grunzweig ’59 and Ruth and 
Bennett Brown ’57. Jim and Nancy 
were visiting from Ohio; Bennett and 
Ruth live in west Los Angeles. Catch 
up with Fred by writing to 3161 Alta 
Vista Unit A, Laguna Woods, CA 
92637; or by sending email to scu-
fred@aol.com.

MORE NEWS NEXT TIME ...
The strength of this newsletter de-
pends in part on alumni news.  Please 
take a moment to fill out and return 
the newsform included with this 
email. Let your brothers know what 
you’ve been up to!

ΣAMbetabulletin
is published regularly by Beta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity at Cornell University 
for its members and friends. News contributions and photos are always welcome and 
should be sent to Alumni Records Office, Beta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Mu, P.O. Box 876, 
Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.

deceased
Louis L. Vine ’43 

April 3, 2014
Gabriel I. Rosenfeld ’49 

August 6, 2014
Leon R. Bush ’51 

June 9, 2014

By Michael West ’16
Philanthropy & Community  
Service Chairman

Our philanthropy program is making huge leaps 
forward this year. We kicked off our ambitious plans 
for the year with a highly successful water bottle sale 
on Freshmen Move-In Day. We sold water bottles 
to parched parents for a dollar each to benefit the 
Judy Fund of the Alzheimer’s Association and raised 
more than $400 in profit, a four-fold increase over 
last year. Through the course of the event, we met 
many of the incoming freshmen and parents and 
even sold water bottles to President David J. Skorton 

and Vice President Susan Murphy. President Skor-
ton even commented that we were “doing a great 
service.” 

In addition to the small fundraiser that we had 
to kick off the year, we have ambitious plans for the 
rest of the semester. We’re planning to hold at least 
two philanthropy events instead of the one that we’ve 
had in the past. For our second philanthropy event, 
we will be throwing a party in the fraternity house 
on the Saturday after Halloween called “Sammy Hal-
low.”  During this dry event, we will have an up-and-
coming performer, DJ Almond, play on his last stop 
of his college tour. We’ve begun marketing efforts for 
the events and everyone is committed to making the 

event a success. Finally, in addition to these events, 
we are looking into becoming more involved in the 
local Ithaca community.

Sammy Beta gives Back on Campus

By Eric Lippin ’16
Athletics Chairman

The Beta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Mu has been 
doing very well in intramural athletic competition 
this semester, building off last semester’s success. Our 
teams made the playoffs in tennis singles and bowling, 
and reached the quarterfinals in softball and basket-
ball. This semester our flag football team is currently 
in the playoffs behind superb quarterback play from 
Tyler Vandre ’15. Our soccer team made the playoffs 
as well, with a balanced effort and teamwork from all 
involved, including Shawn Miles ’16, Alex Sarnoff ’15, 
Matt Landers ’15, and Kurt Schuster ’17. We also had 
a tennis doubles team make the quarterfinals, com-
posed of Ian Sigalow ’16 and Corey Shapiro ’17. 

In addition, we are proud to have participation 
from all years—we have even had to expand the num-
ber of teams that we fielded this year for flag football 
and tennis doubles because of increased interest. We 
are currently poised to make deep runs in the playoffs 
in flag football and soccer, and look forward to carry-
ing our momentum into the spring semester, aided by 
a new candidate class.

intramural Squads 
Charge into postseason

Kurt Shuster ’17, Paul Schuman ’17,  
Mike West ’16, and others sell water  

bottles for philanthropy.

By Joshua Goldstein ’17
Co-Social Chairman

This year, socially, has been a successful one 
for Sigma Alpha Mu. We have set up social events 
with almost all of the 13 sororities on campus, and 
we have strengthened our relationship with sorori-
ties such as Sigma Delta Tau and Tri Delta. Sigma 
Alpha Mu’s annual paint party with Alpha Epsilon 
Phi in the spring semester was a hit and our Sunday 
brunch social mixers with Kappa Delta continues to 
give brothers opportunities to meet people in a more 
intimate setting.

The social committee has worked closely with 
the philanthropy and brotherhood committees to 
brainstorm ways to improve events. Most recently, 

the committees have worked together to organize a 
Halloween philanthropy event in which all proceeds 
will go to Alzheimer’s research. The social team has 
created marketing strategies and a plan for getting 
the word out about the event on campus. Finally, in 
the spirit of cross-committee collaboration, we have 
worked with the brotherhood committee to organize 
weekly brotherhood bonding events that lead into 
social events with sororities.

Brothers go out of their way on campus to so-
cialize with others and wear their letters with pride. 
Sigma Alpha Mu Beta Chapter brothers have a great 
reputation for being friendly and outgoing peers on 
campus. We’re looking forward to the rest of our se-
mester and hope to see some alumni at our upcom-
ing events!

Socializing With Sammy



Stay connected with ΣAM!
s i g m a  a l p h a  m u  a t  c o r n e l l

SHARE YOUR NEWS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF The BeTa BulleTin:

Please return this entire form to Alumni Records Office, Beta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Mu, P.O. Box 876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.

2014–2015 GIFT ANd dUES RESpONSE FOR SIGmA AlpHA mU FRATERNITY, BETA CHApTER

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Nickname ____________________________   Init. year _________   Grad. year _________   Cell phone # ___________________________ 
Home address _________________________________________________________________________________________   r preferred
City _______________________________   State ________   Zip _________________   Country ___________________________________
Home phone #___________________________________   Home email address _______________________________________________
Business title ___________________________________________   Company name ___________________________________________
Business address _______________________________________________________________________________________   r preferred
City _______________________________   State ________   Zip _________________   Country ___________________________________
Work phone # ___________________________________   Work email address ________________________________________________
Date filled out: __________________________________

ANNUAL ALUMNI DUES
r First five years out of college .......................................................................... $35
r More than five years out of college ($55–$99) .................................. $________
r President’s Society ($100–$249) ........................................................... $________
r Octagon Society ($250–$499) ................................................................. $________
r Beta Founder’s Society ($500 or more) .............................................. $________
r Other .......................................................................................................... $________
Total amount enclosed ................................................................................ $________
Please make check payable to “Sigma Alpha Mu Alumni Account.” See reverse 
side for automatic donations.

CHARGE YOUR GIFT:   r Visa   r MasterCard   r Discover
Card # ________________________________________________
Exp. date _________________   Amount $_______________
Print Name ____________________________________________
Signature ______________________________________________

Contributions are not deductible as charitable donations for fed-
eral income tax purposes. You may have already contributed to 
our annual appeal, but any additional participation would be 
greatly appreciated. 245-2

Please ReMeMBeR to PRovide us with youR PRefeRRed eMail addRess! 
IN THE FUTURE, SAmmY WIll BE SENdING mORE COmmUNICATIONS ElECTRONICAllY.



r e c u r r i n g  c r e d i t  c a r d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  F o r m

This form authorizes Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity, Inc., Beta Chapter Alumni to deduct payments from my credit card, made payable to 
Sigma Alpha Mu Alumni Account, according to the schedule of donations and methods listed below.

Name (please print) ___________________________________________________   Credit card type:  r Visa   r MasterCard   r Discover   
Card number __________________________________________________________________________   Expiration date ____________
Phone #______________________________(r H  r W  r C)   Email address ___________________________________________________(r H  r W)

r Bill my payment of $___________ monthly to my credit card for as long as authorized below.
choose one:  r This authorization is valid until this date: __________________.
   r This authorization is valid until my card’s expiration date or until I provide you with written cancellation.

Donor’s signature _____________________________________________________________________   Date ______________________
Please be sure your name is printed above, and that your credit card’s expiration date accommodates the recurring payments you’d like to make.
When you sign up for recurring payments, your credit card will be charged now, and then at the chosen interval, based on the date of the first transaction.


