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come back to
Sammy for
Reunion 2015
Join your brothers, classmates, and
friends for a memorable weekend back
in Ithaca to celebrate and remember
the good times we shared at Cornell!
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Annual Reunion Barbecue
Saturday, June 6
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the house
(10 Sisson Place)
Sunday Sammy Brunch
Sunday, June 7
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the house
(10 Sisson Place)
RSVP David Fischer ’15
daf225@cornell.edu
To register for Reunion Weekend or to
view Cornell’s list of weekend events,
go to www.alumni.cornell.edu/reunion.
We hope to see you there!

Something Else We Have in Common
By Randy Barbarash ’73
As I sit here, looking out my window contemplating what to write that might strike a chord with
my fellow alumni, a theme naturally arises: It Is
Cold—It Is Snowing! What other feature of our
Cornell experience can be more constant? I’m willing to bet drinks and pizza (well maybe not—I’ve
seen how much we can consume) that all of us have
some notable winter memories etched indelibly in
our minds. So, humor me and listen to mine:
• Freshman year in UH#3 (knocked down and
turned into the bunkers now)—walking from
the dorm to Noyes Center through tunnels of
snow that were over my head.
• Walking up Libe Slope—one slip downhill for
every two or three steps uphill
• Tray sliding—back then they put hay bales
on the uphill sides of trees—it still hurt when
you hit them! But we all went for more.
• Walking from the house to the vet school or
Rob Riley for classes—leaving 45 minutes for
the walk
• Walking through the arch at Balch—between
the stalactite icicles that almost reached the
ground—they left them that way at times
• Going up the trail from the suspension bridge

to campus. I’m not sure when they put in the
steps, but back in my day you walked up a
three- to four-foot-wide dirt path. It had a
split rail fence on the gorge side. If by chance
you were to slip on the ice—there was a
chain-link fence before you were lost down
the gorge—good safety, except I remember
gaps, broken sections, eroded areas that
could easily fit a poor unprepared student.
It was an achievement worthy of at least an
Olympic bronze medal to reach the top.
• They only canceled classes once in my four
years—winter ’70–’71. Unfortunately I was
already on my way to an 8:00 a.m. physics lab.
• Studying for final exams the first week in June
of 1971, looking out my window and seeing
the snow fall!
I could really go on, but enough. It’s curious
that of all the memories we have of Cornell and
Ithaca—the weather is one of the most enduring. Why not visit our alumni page on Facebook
and list your own memories (www.facebook.com/
groups/734350109960558/). When you do that—
think about coming to campus for this year’s Reunion (June 4–7) where we can all share. It’s a great
way to renew friendships and remember why we are
proud to call Sammy our home. See you there.

Beta Brothers Continue to Impress
By Adam Greenbaum ’16
Prior
Greetings, Alumni!
The spring semester has been nothing short of action-packed for the Beta Chapter. The semester kicked

off with Rush Week, and after a long week filled with
fun and exhaustion, we inducted a candidate class
with 19 new members. I was very excited about the
Mu Epsilon Candidate Class, as each member is a
great fit for the fraternity, and I am confident they will
serve as leaders—inside the chapter and on campus—

The brothers pose for a group photo at Fall Formal.

throughout their time as undergraduates. While only
spanning four weeks, our new member orientation
process provided each of our 19 new men the means
to become fully integrated into our house and—more
importantly—fostered a sense of eagerness to give
back to the chapter and make it stronger.
I owe many thanks to my committee chairs who
have facilitated great programs this semester. Our
social schedule is packed and exciting, our philanthropy chair is planning several philanthropy events,
including our annual Greek House of Pancakes with
Alpha Chi Omega, and our brotherhood committee
has scheduled great brotherhood events. On the note
of the brotherhood committee: They are responsible
for planning our springtime wine tours around scenic
Seneca Lake, and we are entering wine tour season.
We welcome alumni to come join us on these escapades to see the fraternity in action!
As Prior, I really could not be more proud to
lead the fraternity. Nonetheless, I continue to be
surprised every day with new strides we make as a
chapter. I’d like to thank the undergraduates and
alumni alike for their continued commitment and
support! Fast and firm.
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Engaged
Chapter Produces
Outstanding
Rush Effort

spring2015

Meet the Mu Epsilon Class!

By Jacob Glick ’15
Rush Chairman
This January, the brothers of the Beta
Chapter came together yet again to succeed
in another challenging recruitment season.
As the largest fraternity on campus, Sigma
Alpha Mu is faced with the annual challenge
of maintaining a relatively large pledge class in
order to ensure that we remain a vibrant, visible, and important part of campus life and of
the lives of our brothers. At the same time, the
Beta Chapter seeks to retain our unshakeable
standards of scholarship and integrity that we
require of all our new members. Because of the
impressive efforts of our entire brotherhood,
we were able to succeed in both missions.
The Mu Epsilon Candidate Class, to
whom we offered bids at the end of this
year’s Rush Week, is perhaps the most diverse group of fraters I’ve seen in all my
years in the Beta Chapter. With new members from California, Texas, and Belgium,
the backgrounds and aspirations of Mu Epsilon have already reinvigorated our brotherhood and redoubled our commitment to
succeeding in future recruitment seasons.
Furthermore, many of our new fraters were
unknown to us at the beginning of the week,
proving the ability of our fraternity to recruit effectively and quickly. Additionally,
many of those unknown fraters did not
know anything about us, showing once
more that the Beta Chapter’s recruitment
process is able to accurately showcase our
values and brotherhood.
I was honored to serve as Rush chairman
this year, and it’s clear to me already that the
wealth of experiences and lifelong friendships
that the Beta Chapter has gifted me will be
available for yet another generation of fraters.
Despite the changing climate of Greek life at
Cornell, our chapter remains true to its brothers and to its founding ideals, and is a cause
well worth an investment.
Even after graduation, I hope to contribute—in whatever way I can—to ensure that
the bids given out by the Beta Chapter in January 2022 are just as valuable as the bid that was
given to me in January 2012, and the bids that
I was privileged to give out in January 2015.
Fast and firm.

SAM

Edan Packin ’18 is a student in the School of Hotel
Administration looking to minor in real estate or
hotel operations. He was born in the Holy Land of
Jerusalem and now lives in Armonk, New York. On
campus, he’s involved with the Hillel Finance Committee and with a TAMID consulting group. Edan
enjoys playing soccer, jamming on the piano, and
exploring the world.
Isaac Greenwood ’18 is a freshman from exotic
St. Louis Park, Minnesota, making him no stranger
to the frigid Ithaca winters. He is currently undeclared in the College of Arts & Sciences. In his free
time, Isaac enjoys following foreign affairs, working
out with friends, and participating in Hillel events
around campus.
Amanyi Richardson ’17 is a sophomore majoring
in ILR. He is a writer for Cornell’s ILR Sports Business
society magazine. An avid athlete, Amanyi enjoys playing
soccer and rugby in his free time.
Brandon Gold ’18, from Great Neck, New York, is
an economics and pre-med major. He is involved with
research in the biomedical engineering lab on campus.
His hobbies include playing tennis and following professional sports.
Sam Rosenberg ’18 is an undeclared major, leaning toward biology and is possibly pre-med. He is from
Wilmette, Illinois, and loves playing sports with friends,
snowboarding, and other outdoor activities.
Leor Alon ’18 is a freshman from Los Angeles, California, who is studying mechanical engineering. He enjoys
the sun, spending time outdoors playing sports or kite
surfing on the beach.
Eric Kaden ’18 is from Randolph, New Jersey. He is
undeclared in the College of Engineering. Eric enjoys
listening to music and riding his bike. He also aspires to
make a difference in the world somehow, although he is
currently unsure how he will.
Garrick Meyers ’18, from West Nyack, New York,
is an operation research and engineering major with a
minor in computer science. He is involved with CUINFORMS, an operations research club, and enjoys playing
basketball, volleyball, and baseball in his free time.
Landon Roseman ’18 is a freshman from Manhattan. He is currently switching majors from government to
policy analysis & management in the College of Human
Ecology. Aside from an academic interest in education
policy and reform, he is an avid snowboarder and very
passionate about music.

Max Chao ’18 is an environmental engineer in the
school of CALS. Max is from Albany, New York, and enjoys playing soccer and spending time with friends.
Jack Nienaltow ’18 is a freshman from Irvington,
New York. He is an undeclared major in the College of
Arts & Sciences, leaning toward a psychology major with
a business minor. On campus, Jack is a member of the
Cornell Mock Trial team, Hillel Engagement Committee, and works as an information specialist for Campus
Information and Visitor Relations.
Yoni Krakow ’18 is a freshman from Tenafly, New
Jersey. He is an economics major with a minor in Jewish
studies in the College of Arts & Sciences. He loves playing and watching sports, and spent last year studying and
volunteering in Israel.
Vincent Declercq ’18 is a freshman from Dendermonde, Belgium. He is studying physics and is pre-med
in the College of Arts & Sciences. Vincent swims on the
varsity swimming and diving team, and he hopes to become a doctor.
Steven Cardenas ’18 is a freshman from Houston,
Texas. He is undecided in the College of Arts & Sciences,
but hopes to pursue a degree in a STEM field. He enjoys
watching football, running, and sailing.
Eliyahu Lehmann ’18 is a freshman from Newton,
Massachusetts. He is studying philosophy in the College
of Arts & Sciences, and is on the pre-med track. He plays
Ultimate Frisbee for the Cornell Ultimate team and also
plays the oboe and English horn. He hopes to pursue a
career in global health after college.
Edward Fang ’17 is a sophomore studying computer
science in the College of Arts & Sciences. He is from
Scarsdale, New York. When not working, Edward enjoys
keeping up with the electronic music scene, as well discovering new and interesting foods.
Matthew Korman ’18 is a freshman from Highland
Park, Illinois, and is pursuing a degree in hotel administration. Matt is a member of the Cornell Ultimate Frisbee
team and enjoys stargazing in his free time.
David Seiden-Plaut ’18 is an AEM major from Carmel, New York. He is involved in TAMID Israel Investment Group and plays on the rugby football club team.
David also loves to ski in the winter and play basketball.
Sam Schwartz ’18 is an AEM major from Horsham,
Pennsylvania, concentrating in strategy and marketing.
He enjoys watching and playing basketball, baseball, table
tennis, and poker.
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Brotherhood Bonds
Grow Even Stronger
By Adam Mills
Brotherhood Chairman
This spring we added 19 new members, which has
bolstered our chapter’s membership to 99 members
on campus (with one abroad), and has subsequently
breathed new life into our fraternity. These new members bring a youthful vitality to the house, and with
their presence they remind us of the wonder that we
experienced when we first joined Sammy Beta. With
these new members, brotherhood events have taken
on the even greater importance of bonding our newest
members with the rest of the brotherhood.
To this end, we have already executed several
exciting events. Among these are a now-annual winter date night at the local restaurant, Chinese Buffet,
where a fun time was had by all. Furthermore, we
have organized several snow-football games, along
with Poker games by the fire in our Chapter Room to
facilitate brotherhood bonding in the winter months.
For the remainder of the semester we have made
plans for more events to keep the members’ bonds
strong, such as several wine tours. We have also made
plans for a day of paintball and a video game tournament. And once the weather warms up, we will be able
to spend more time outside playing pick-up baseball
or other sports under the sun.

pagethree

Reflecting on My Time in Sammy Beta
By David Fischer ’15
Alumni Affairs Chairman
For me, sitting down to write this article
carries the weight of the inevitable and inexorable wave of finality. This issue is the final
issue of the Beta Bulletin that I will have the
privilege of assembling as alumni affairs chair,
and this article is the last that I will write for
the Bulletin as an undergraduate. If all goes
according to plan, I will be graduating this
spring, and will, undoubtedly be experiencing
many other Cornell “lasts” over the course of
the semester. However, this last Beta Bulletin
article symbolizes something different for me.
If I could sum up everything that I have
learned and everything that I have gained
from being an active member in the chapter
and serving as the Beta Chapter’s Prior last
year, I would. But it would be such a monumental task that even a third of those invaluable experiences would engulf the entirety of
this newsletter. Throughout all of my experiences, the challenging and triumphant alike,
I learned “real-life skills” like how to run a
meeting, how to balance and manage a budget,
and how to make friends who will last the rest
of my life. Finally, I learned that this chapter

has thrived for more than 100 years because of
devoted members who are committed to the
highest precepts of true manhood, democracy,
and humanity. And I had a great time doing it.
With the perspective of being among
the most senior undergraduate members of
Sammy Beta, I know that the current brotherhood has the toolset to contribute to the Beta
Chapter’s continued success. My candidate
class has accomplished a great deal in my time
in the chapter: raising thousands of dollars for
the Judy Fund, recruiting nearly 80 outstanding members (many of whom I count among
my best friends), and adapting the fraternity
in the rapidly evolving environment surrounding Greek life. I am confident that the juniors,
sophomores, and newest members will all
contribute to Sigma Alpha Mu’s legacy of success, and that Sammy Beta will thrive for years
to come.

The Importance of
Our New Member
Education Process
By New Members Garrick Meyers ’18,
Yoni Krakow ’18, Vincent Declercq ’18,
and David Seiden-Plaut ’18

David Fischer ’15, Adam Turkle ’15,
Daniel Jaret ’15, and Jacob Glick ’15
enjoy a recent date night with friends.

David Fischer ’15, Jacob Glick ’15, Ross
Widom ’15, Nate Cohen ’16, and Eric Lippin ’16 explore Israel over winter break
with Sammy Brother Shai Hillman.

Brandon Tenzer ’16, Mike West ’16, Gabe Motola ’15, Ian Sigalow ’16,
and Shawn Miles ’15 at a recent Hillel event on campus.

New member education at the Beta Chapter
of Sigma Alpha Mu was a very important experience and an integral part of becoming full-fledged
members of the fraternity. This year, we partook in
a month-long process of becoming acquainted with
the brothers and with the history and traditions of
Sigma Alpha Mu.
In this month of new member education, our
candidate class, Mu Epsilon, learned not only the
history of the fraternity, but also invaluable life
lessons applicable to our lives now and for the
years to come. The process of becoming a brother
was time consuming, and we accordingly learned
to manage our time well. We also learned how to
stand proud and carry ourselves with integrity.
Part of carrying ourselves with integrity can be
related to wearing our candidate pins. We were
all proud and honored to wear this pin because
it empowered us with the responsibility of representing the fraternity well and reminded us to act
with the upmost respect toward others.
The sense of brotherhood and camaraderie that
we built between one another and the other brothers during the new member education process is
unfathomable. We came into the process strangers and ended as true brothers, “held by links of
friendship together. Now and for all time.” We can
proudly say that the new member education process changed us all for the better and prepared us to
be outstanding brothers of Sigma Alpha Mu.

newsfromouralumni
Intramural Athletics Powerhouse

By Andrew Marderstein ’16
Athletics Chairman
The Beta Chapter has enjoyed incredible success
in intramural athletics this year. Last fall, the soccer
team finished as the runner-up for the intramural
championship after compiling a 7-1 record. Senior
Ben Solaski’s outstanding goalkeeping kept games
close and enabled players like Shawn Miles ’15, Ethan
Rubinson ’15, and Taylor Kosakoff ’16 to power the
team to victory throughout the regular season. Unfortunately, the soccer squad lost the championship
game by the close margin of 2-1 to Kappa Sigma, with
Matt Landers ’15 scoring the lone goal.
Additionally, our flag football season was also
successful with the A team, led by quarterback Tyler
Vandre ’15, charging into the fraternity league playoffs before losing in a close game to Sigma Phi. Our

flag football and soccer teams were composed of players from all candidate classes.
The spring semester has brought continued success in intramural athletics. Recently, a member of
the newest candidate class, Sam Schwartz ’18, and his
graduating brother, Eric Schwartz ’15, combined for
first and second place, respectively, in the fraternity
intramural table tennis tournament. Furthermore, we
currently have multiple teams involved in intramural
basketball, as well as some brothers participating in
the men’s indoor soccer league.
With softball season on the horizon, we have
many ex-varsity baseball players from the newer
candidate classes who are looking forward to their
rookie seasons with Sammy softball. We are poised
for a deep playoff run in basketball and softball, and
look forward to continuing Sammy Beta’s legacy of
intramural excellence.

More news next time ...
The strength of this newsletter depends in part on
alumni news. Please take a moment to fill out and return the newsform included with this email. Let your
brothers know what you’ve been up to!

deceased
M. Peter Keane ’32
February 2, 2014
David A. Frucht ’43
January 5, 2015
Arthur Schwartz ’44
May 23, 2014
Michael Jay Berger ’56
December 20, 2014

Prioritizing Philanthropy
on Campus
By Michael West ’16
Philanthropy Chairman

Brothers and alumni meet up in New York City for the
hockey game at Madison Square Garden.

Sammy Social Success

The philanthropy committee closed out
an incredibly successful first semester by raising nearly $6,000 for the Judy Fund of the Alzheimer’s Association. In order to achieve this
goal, the committee planned and executed one
small and two large fundraisers.
To start the first semester off, we successfully raised $400 during our annual water
bottle sale during freshman move-in day. A
highlight of that day was selling water bottles
to a parched President David Skorton and
Vice President Susan Murphy. Additionally,
we implemented two new, large-scale fundraising events: Sammy Hallow (a Halloween
party where the up-and-coming DJ Almond
performed) and No Shave November (an
event where several brothers vowed to grow
beards for the month of November to raise
money). Both events were very successful and
would not have been possible without the support of the entire brotherhood, as well as close
family and friends.
The committee is looking to carry the momentum that we generated in the first semester
into spring. We are currently planning our annual Greek House of Pancakes event that we always hold on the day before Slope Day. We also
plan on continuing the trend of implementing
new and innovative events. We are planning a
large-scale casino night fundraiser to capitalize
on the success that we have had and to raise
even more money for the Judy Fund.

This semester Sammy has been quite busy socially. We have had the pleasure of mixing with a
variety of sororities, including Sigma Delta Tau,
Alpha Epsilon Phi, Pi Beta Phi, and Tri Delta,
just to name a few. These mixers have had many
fun themes ranging from “What would you be
without your Cornell degree?” to casino-inspired
Poker nights. We have also been hosting many
brunches, with a cornucopia of delicious pancakes, eggs, breakfast pastries, and other delicacies to allow the brotherhood to meet other Greek
members outside of night-time functions. These
events, combined with the music and dancing of

a typical mixer, form the base of an exciting platform to immerse the brotherhood into the greater
Greek community within Cornell.
As the weather warms up, the brotherhood
is looking forward to participating in wine tours
paired with sororities along with many other
weather-friendly events like mixer barbecues. We
are eagerly anticipating our annual Sammy-Alpha
Epsilon Phi paint party this coming April along
with the numerous other mixers we have scheduled for the next couple months. With Slope Day
approaching, the brotherhood is hoping to pair
up with a sorority to participate in the festivities
together. Overall, the brotherhood has been having a fun, socially packed semester and is looking
forward to more fun yet to come!
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By Joshua Lieberman ’17
Co-Social Chairman

ΣAM

Stay connected with ΣAM!
s i g m a

a l p h a

m u

a t

c o r n e l l

2014–2015 Gift and Dues response for Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity, Beta Chapter
ANNUAL ALUMNI DUES
r First five years out of college .......................................................................... $35
r More than five years out of college ($55–$99) .................................. $________
r President’s Society ($100–$249) ........................................................... $________
r Octagon Society ($250–$499) ................................................................. $________
r Beta Founder’s Society ($500 or more) .............................................. $________
r Other .......................................................................................................... $________
Total amount enclosed ................................................................................ $________
Please make check payable to “Sigma Alpha Mu Alumni Account.” See reverse
side for automatic donations.

CHARGE YOUR GIFT: r Visa r MasterCard r Discover
Card # ________________________________________________
Exp. date _________________

Amount $_______________

Print Name ____________________________________________
Signature ______________________________________________
Contributions are not deductible as charitable donations for federal income tax purposes. You may have already contributed to
our annual appeal, but any additional participation would be
greatly appreciated.
245-3

Please REMEMBER to provide us with your preferred email address!
In the future, sammy will be sending more communications electronically.
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nickname ____________________________ Init. year _________ Grad. year _________ Cell phone # ___________________________
Home address _________________________________________________________________________________________ r preferred
City _______________________________ State ________ Zip _________________ Country ___________________________________
Home phone #___________________________________ Home email address _______________________________________________
Business title ___________________________________________ Company name ___________________________________________
Business address _______________________________________________________________________________________ r preferred
City _______________________________ State ________ Zip _________________ Country ___________________________________
Work phone # ___________________________________ Work email address ________________________________________________
Date filled out: __________________________________

SHARE YOUR NEWS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF The Beta Bulletin:

Please return this entire form to Alumni Records Office, Beta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Mu, P.O. Box 876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.

Rec urr in g

C r e d it

C a r d

A u t h o r i z at i o n

F o rm

This form authorizes Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity, Inc., Beta Chapter Alumni to deduct payments from my credit card, made payable to
Sigma Alpha Mu Alumni Account, according to the schedule of donations and methods listed below.
Name (please print) ___________________________________________________ Credit card type: r Visa r MasterCard r Discover
Card number __________________________________________________________________________ Expiration date ____________
Phone #______________________________(r H r W r C) Email address ___________________________________________________(r H r W)

r Bill my payment of $___________ monthly to my credit card for as long as authorized below.
CHOOSE ONE:
r This authorization is valid until this date: __________________.
			
r This authorization is valid until my card’s expiration date or until I provide you with written cancellation.
Donor’s signature _____________________________________________________________________ Date ______________________
Please be sure your name is printed above, and that your credit card’s expiration date accommodates the recurring payments you’d like to make.
When you sign up for recurring payments, your credit card will be charged now, and then at the chosen interval, based on the date of the first transaction.

