
REBUILDING ON A PROUD PAST

Alpha Gamma Rho at the University of Arkansas

Your Support Needed to 
Raise $100,000 and Honor Dr. Paul Noland ’52 
Secure a Future for Alpha Iota Today
Dear Brothers,

Spring is upon us and I wish each and everyone of you well. Many of you 
have already been hard at work to prepare the fields and your places of 
work for what the next year may bring and what is at your doorstep right 
now. Regardless what you do or where you are, I pray that success and 
fulfillment comes your way. I hope that the rains come at the right time, 
regardless what form the rain shall come in.

On campus, our undergraduate Brothers have been hard at work and they 
are eager to share what they have been up to. They have recently been 
nationally recognized as a Green Chapter by our National office and have 
been attending conferences this spring to strengthen their brotherhood 
and recruitment efforts. Although I understand obligations arise and 
responsibilities can mount, I encourage everyone to come to Founder’s 
Day on April 30 to celebrate 82 years of excellence and help us make 
decisions that will not only affect your life but so many of our younger 
Brothers. I hope that you and your families can come to Fayetteville and 
make this a historical day for our Chapter. 

If you think back to last September, our beloved Razorback football team 
was spiraling downward after a rough start, but they didn’t give up and 
finished with eight wins, a winning conference record, and a bowl victory. 
This showed in the simplest of ways that although life will throw us all 
curveballs, we know that we must never give up and must stay the course 
of our intended actions.

This is something our biggest advocate, Honorary Campaign Chairman 
Dr. Paul Noland ’52, believed. He believed in each and everyone one of 
you. And he believed in Alpha Gamma Rho and its mission to build better 
men. He strongly believed in building a new home for Alpha Iota, too. 
Dr. Noland may have left us this winter, but he instilled in many of us the 
belief that we ought to live this life as good men and great stewards. As we 
continue with our campaign, I challenge you to give in life like Dr. Noland 
did—unselfishly and willingly. 

As we propel forward with our Rebuilding on a Proud Past campaign, 
we must challenge ourselves to finish what we started. We continue to 
increase funds in our Educational Foundation and Alumni Corporation 

Dr. Noland was awarded three Bronze Battle 
Stars for his service in the U.S. Army in WWII.

As head of the Animal Science Department, 
Dr. Noland received countless awards and 

honors on behalf of the university.

Chapter MeMorializes DistinguisheD professor, loyal 
Chapter aDvisor, anD selfless Brother Dr. paul nolanD ’52

Dr. Paul Noland ’52 entered Transitions 
on December 31, 2015, surrounded by the 

unconditional support of his family, friends, and 
Alpha Iota Brothers. Dr. Noland is described by 
those who knew him as a gentle man who had the 
ability to communicate and connect with just about 
anyone. As a combat Veteran, mayor, professor, and 
dedicated Alpha Iota volunteer, Dr. Noland lived 
the entirety of his life selflessly serving others. “It 
is remarkable how many lives Dr. Noland impacted 
throughout the years,” says Mark Waldrip ’74. 
“He was one of the most genuine, caring people 
I’ve had the privilege of associating with and he set 
the example for true brotherhood in our fraternity.” 
Several Alpha Iota alumni are making donations in 
memory of Dr. Noland, whose legacy will live on 
for years to come. 

After college, Dr. Noland served the United States 
Army in World War II. His company battled 
through Germany, assisting in the liberation of 
a concentration camp. The Army decorated Dr. 
Noland for his service, including three Bronze 
Battle Stars. After the war, Dr. Noland went on 
to accept a professorship with the University 
of Arkansas, which began a fulfilling 43-year 
career. He retired as head of the Animal Science 
Department at the university. He was the recipient 
of the Honorary Alumni Award in 2012, the 
Distinguished Faculty Member Award in 1963, and 
was inducted into the Arkansas Agricultural Hall of 
Fame in 1995.

In addition to his remarkable involvement at the 
university, Dr. Noland made a profound impact 

on Alpha Iota as Chapter advisor and honorary 
campaign chairman. “Dr. Noland always had 
Alpha Iota’s best interest in mind when making 
decisions and interacting with members,” says 
Alan Fortenberry ’69. “Everyone has a purpose, 
and I believe his was to inspire the young men 
of Alpha Iota to become the greatest version 
of themselves and help them make a positive 
difference in society.” Mark witnessed Dr. Noland’s 
unparalleled leadership in the fraternity as well. 
“Dr. Noland was the primary, stabilizing force 
when our Chapter experienced hardships,” Mark 
says. “His cooperation, ability to unite opposing 
viewpoints, and problem solving skills are the 
reason why Alpha Iota continues to thrive today.”

Dr. Noland contributed a tremendous amount of 
time to Alpha Iota and was a critical driving force 
in making the dream of building a new Chapter 
House a reality. “It was Dr. Noland’s dream for 
the fraternity men to one day have a permanent 
facility they could proudly call their home away 
from home,” Alan recalls. “We should honor his 
dream by collectively providing a sum that could 
be donated to the building project in his memory. 
If you have not taken the opportunity to give 
toward this effort to build a new Chapter House, I 
encourage you to do so in memory of Dr. Noland. 
If you already have given, I ask that you give to 
this memorial gift too. All levels given would be 
appreciated, but I am challenging us to have a 
collective goal of at least $100,000 that we can 
submit to the Alpha Gamma Rho Educational 
Foundation in memory of Dr. Paul Noland.”

“We should honor his dream by collectively providing a sum that could 
be donated to the building project in his memory. If you have not taken 
the opportunity to give toward this effort to build a new Chapter House, 
I encourage you to do so in memory of Dr. Noland. If you already have 
given, I ask that you give to this memorial gift too. All levels given would 

be appreciated, but I am challenging us to have a collective goal of at 
least $100,000 that we can submit to the Alpha Gamma Rho Educational 

Foundation in memory of Dr. Paul Noland.” —Alan Fortenberry ’69

(Continued on back)



Alpha Iota Brothers and Friends Pledge $638,312
Join Our List of Contributors and Help Us Reach our $1 Million Goal

WWe are deeply grateful to the 132 Brothers and friends who have 
contributed $638,312 to the Rebuilding on a Proud Past campaign. 

These alumni recognize the importance of ensuring the future of Alpha Iota 
and have demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their personal experience. 
Commitments are still needed from the rest of our alumni to achieve our 
goal of $1 million. 

All donors contributing a minimum of $2,500 or more to the campaign, 
over a five-year period, will be recognized on a plaque prominently 
displayed in the Chapter House. If an error has been made in recording 
your gift, or your name has been mistakenly omitted or listed improperly, 
we sincerely apologize. Please advise our campaign coordinator at (785) 
843-1661. Thank you, loyal alumni!

The Order of Crescent
($50,000 and above)
James E. Mitchell ’72
    In memory of
    Danny Metz ’67 and
    Don Metz ’70
J. Kirk Thompson ’72
Mark Waldrip ’74

The Order of Pink Rose
($25,000 to $49,999)
James V. Atkinson ’51
    In memory of
    Edgar “Buck” Lloyd ’39
    Pin #115, WWII CMOH
Pendergrass Family Gift
    John Paul Pendergrass ’74
    Eric L. Pendergrass ’99
Greg Satterfield ’74
Kevin Barrows ’78
    In memory of
    Gary Dabbs ’78

The Order of Shamrock
($15,000 to $24,999)
James E. Burton ’62
    In memory of
    Wayne E. Pyles ’57, 
    Capt. Larry Lewis ’61, and
    Danny Metz ’67
Rodney D. Baker ’72
Jerry B. Burkett ’76
    In memory of
    Gary Groce ’74

The Order of 
Green and Gold
($10,000 to $14,999)
Gary F. Norris ’60
    In memory of
    Larry Fry ’59 and
    Charles Sax ’59
Frank L. Carter ’62
    In honor of
    Joyce Russell Carter,
    Sweetheart ’63-’64
Jim Marrs ’62
William N. Groce ’72
    In memory of
    Nolan Groce ’46 and
    Gary Groce ’74

Looney Family Gift
    Charles Looney ’74
    Chris Looney ’02
Jordan and Kerri May ’00

The Order of Shield
($5,000 to $9,999)
Paul R. Noland ’52
    In honor of
    Mother Moore
Leamon D. Williams ’55
Roy Runyan Jr. ’63
    In memory of
    Glenn Will, Theta ’23 and
    Jake Phillips ’48
Russell O. Black ’64
Billy D. O’Bar ’64
    In memory of
    Danny Metz ’67
Kenneth J. May ’66
Bill Moss ’67
Everett I. Rogers ’68
Douglas L. Threlkeld ’71
Clarence H. Overbay ’72
    In memory of
    Steven Bennett ’76
Charles J. Peacock IV ’77
James V. Smith ’77
    In memory of
    Rodney Kilbourn ’76 and
    Ricky Camp ’77
Bullington Family Gift
    Roy Lynn Bullington ’78
    Jeremy Bullington ’01
Chuck Farr ’83
Thomas J. Hart ’89
Eastin Jordan ’97
Adam Perotti ’97
Jeff M. Marcussen ’98
Fallen Family Gift
    Scott Fallen ’99
Kirk Keller ’01
Reece B. Bailey ’04
Jeff Pratt ’04
Fendley Ragland ’04
Mitchell S. Thomas ’04
Will Davis ’06
Nathaniel L. Sullivan ’07
Joshua Durrance ’08

The Order of 
Lamp and Tree
($2,500 to $4,999)
Bobby A. Huey ’52

Steven K. Cranford ’53
    In honor of
    Dr. Paul R. Noland ’52
Robert C. Loewer ’55
Robert F. Keathley ’63
    In memory of
    Garland Grace ’62
Sam W. Kerr ’63
William H. Moore ’63
    In memory of
    Mother Moore
Robert H. Rhodes ’64
Joe L. Keathley ’65
    In memory of
    Alan ’65 and Tim Pack ’67
Ford Baldwin ’66
    In memory of
    Mike Meshew ’67
Wayland K. Holloway ’66
    In memory of
    Sully Ligon ’53
Lenny Benton ’67
Paul H. Shaver ’68
    In memory of
    Danny Metz ’67
Terry Vest ’68
    In memory of
    Alvin Vest ’47
Dick E. Willis ’68
    In memory of
    Danny Metz ’67
Nathan Bagley ’69
Alan Fortenberry ’69
    In memory of
    Jimmie D. Ladd Jr. ’70
William R. McDonald ’70
James A. Wood ’70
Brent Howton ’72
Bill M. Sossamon ’72
Steven Lee Cranford ’82
Todd L. Martin ’83
Rusty Smith ’83
    In honor of
    Randall Smith ’80
John J. LaCour ’88
Corbin L. Brown ’89
Eric Cupp ’92
Joe Ferguson ’95
Jeffrey R. Priebe ’95
Benjamin J. Watts ’99
Jay Mirus ’00
Casey Rogers ’00
Eric J. Wright ’00
Russell Harding ’02

Lee Raney ’03
Corey Wilson ’05
DJ Pruitt ’06
Tristan Hudson ’07

The Order of Loyal 
Brotherhood
($1,000 to $2,499)
Perry L. Adkisson ’47
    In memory of
    Sally Moore
Larry H. Pitman ’54
Wayne E. Pyles ’57
Max Parnell ’62
Philip H. Pile ’65
    In memory of
    Johnny Gossage ’65 and
    Alan Pack ’65
James E. Aikman ’67
    In memory of
    Danny Metz ’67
Kenneth R. Cupples ’67
    In memory of
    Danny Metz ’67
Walter H. Goin III ’67
Dwight V. Morris ’67
    In memory of
    Larry McCain ’66 and
    Terry Vest ’68
Richard K. Imboden ’68
Lee A. Earhart ’74
Steven Williams ’76
Chet Chaney ’82
    In memory of
    Randall Smith ’80
John P. Verkamp ’83
Ken J. Rossi ’91
Levon Ogden III ’97
K. William Schuhknecht ’00
Jordan Compton ’08
Samuel D. Roberts ’09
John J. Forsyth ’10
Jordan R. Thomas ’10
Matthew Beck ’11
William E. Maples ’11
Dillon L. Mizer ’11
Justin Olsen ’11
Dakota J. Sloan ’11
Bryce A. Theby ’11
Adam K. Jackson ’12
Austen Ward ’12

The Order of the 
1934 AGR Club
(Up to $999)
Harold D. Hill ’53
Robert A. Hill ’59
J.O. Hoggard ’59
    In memory of
    Larry Fry ’59
Stephen Pile ’63
James W. Fisher ’67
    In memory of
    Danny Metz ’67
Jim K. Jones ’70
Kevin Threlkeld ’79
    In memory of
    Randall Smith ’80
Joe N. Pierson ’88
Jeremy J. Kengla ’96
Dr. Jeremy S. Simon ’96
Nicholas C. Simon ’98
Marc Allison, Beta Omega ’03
Daniel Robinson ’05
Zachary M. Smith ’09
Andrew P. Bailey ’10
Tyler C. Brents ’10
Tanner A. Clow ’10
James Fitzsimmons ’10
Kade Haygood ’10
Chandler H. Ault ’11
Caleb A. Smith ’12

Campaign Status 
At-a-Glance

As of February 12, 2016

$1 Million
Campaign Goal

$638,312
Total Commitments

132
Total Contributors

17%
Participation

(Continued from front)

Your Support Needed to 
Raise $100,000

arkansasagr.com

Search UARK Alpha Gamma Rho

@ArkansasAGR
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April 30 in Fayetteville
Join Alpha Iota Brothers in Agri Park on Saturday, April 30, 

to celebrate 82 years of excellence at the University of Arkansas. 
More information will be available as we get closer to this event. 

If you plan to attend, RSVP to Chris Looney ’02 at 
chris.looney@capitalfarmcredit.com. We hope to see you there!

accounts, totaling more than $360,000 from cash contributions and 
pledge payments. I urge you to step up today, and give a gift in memory 
of Dr. Noland so that we may honor him and bring his vision of a new 
Chapter House to fruition. In order to secure Dr. Noland’s name for 
our Chapter room, $100,000 must be contributed in his memory.

No matter the size of the gift, I truly hope that you would want to take 
part in this campaign. I encourage you to take that leap of faith and invest 
not only in our future Brothers but also in yourself and your classmates, 
as our future Chapter House is not just a home for the undergraduates 
but a home for all of us. 

I look forward to getting in touch with many of you. Good luck this year 
and God Bless!

Fraternally,
Chris Looney ’02      Nathan Bagley ’69
Campaign Co-Chairman      Campaign Co-Chairman
chris.looney@capitalfarmcredit.com    nathanbagley@yahoo.com

FOUNDER’S DAY


