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Greetings to all! I hope everyone is 
having a great spring! My name is 
Matthew Kramer, from Saint Cloud, 
WI. I grew up on my family’s 80-cow 
dairy farm, ChrisLeAcres Registered 
Holsteins, in Fond du Lac County. 
I am a freshman here at River Falls 
and I am majoring in Dairy Science. 
This is my second semester in Alpha 
Gamma Rho. In high school, I was 
active in 4-H, FFA, Future Business 
Leaders of America, National 
Honor Society, and the Fond du 
Lac and Wisconsin Junior Holstein 
Association.

Before attending college, I had heard about the many great 
things that the Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity did for the 
community. When I attended the Wisconsin State FFA 
Convention, I talked with a few of the brothers that were 
representing the Alpha Psi Chapter at the Career Fair, and I 

Greetings from the Editor

Matthew Kramer

Advisor Report
AGR Brothers,

Spring planting is almost a thing of 
the past and many dairy operations 
are looking at the first hay cut of the 
season as I write this.  Finals are 
underway for the undergraduate 
chapter and the scenery during the 
walk up camps has taken a summery 
appeal.  The Men at 1024 East 
Cascade Avenue are preparing to 
meet the summer with enthusiasm 
and optimism.

Many of the Actives are embarking on a new venture into the 
world of employment either through internships or full time 
employment.  Some are returning to the family farm and 
continuing the traditions created by those before them.  Almost 
all are pursuing a career in agriculture.  Internships are a critical 
piece in the education process and the groundwork for these 
are often placed in the fall and early winter.  I know that many 
of our alumni sponsor internships every summer and that 
there are several others who have entertained the idea.  If this 
is something that meets your objectives, I submit that it is well 
worth your effort to visit and communicate your opportunity to 
the chapter.  Future employees often are born from successful 
internships.  Late October through December are great months 
to address the chapter and communicate your opportunity at our 
regularly scheduled Monday night meetings.

The national fraternity conducts a conference every other year 
and 2016 is convention year for AGR.  This year the conference 
is in Omaha, Neb., Aug. 10-13.  Heavy hitters in agriculture 
will attend and undergraduates are afforded the opportunity 
to rub elbows with many of them.  The conference conducts 
the business of the national fraternity as well as presents a 
great social experience that lasts a lifetime for many who 
attend.  This year they are planning to tour CLAAS America as 
well as a handful of other prominent Omaha area agricultural 
businesses.  These industry tours are always eye-opening and 

enlightening.  The culmination of the conference includes an 
auction of donated items.  The proceeds of this auction benefits 
the education foundation which in turn, benefits our Active 
chapter.  They are still looking for additional auction items if you 
have something to contribute.  I believe that two years ago, the 
high bid went to purchase a handmade quilt.  A handful of Active 
Brothers are planning to attend along with myself and Mom 
Voiles.  We would love to have alumni join us.  You will find all 
the particulars at www.alphagammarho.org

The state of the chapter at Alpha Psi is strong and viable.  Our 
officer team, led by Nobel Ruler Tanner Johnson, is running 
like a well-oiled machine.  As with any machine, it takes careful 
maintenance and constant attention to prevent untimely issues 
and time robbing breakdowns.  It takes careful set-up and 
synchronization of systems to insure that everything works well 
together and minimizes incompatibility between components.  I 
am proud to say that the executive team is pulling together and 
that things are well on track.  

Input and interest from alumni are key components to aid the 
molding and making of better men.  I encourage you to reach 
out to another AGR, active or alumni, that you have not gotten 
the opportunity to meet.  Expand your network and make new 
opportunities.  It is through our alumni that we experience the 
lifelong benefits of AGR.

In closing, I would like to thank Alpha Psi for allowing me to 
serve as an advisor for the past 20 years.  There are not many 
organizations that mean as much to me as AGR.  We will 
soon hit our 50th anniversary as an agricultural fraternity at 
UW-River Falls.  As a chapter, we stand 1,100 men strong.  I 
appreciate each brother who along the way has encouraged and 
challenged me to help make better men at 1024 East Cascade 
Avenue.  

Fraternally,

Steven J. Bensend 
Pin #273

Steven J. Bensend

knew that I was interested. I attended a few of the recruitment 
events where I enjoyed bowling with the friendly brothers. I 
knew that this was a good organization for me to join, and I am 
so happy that I did. One of my favorite activities this semester 
was the All Greek Social that Brother Kyle Stuggen put together 
and the Risk Management Workshop that Brother Tim Ritchie 
helped plan that evening. I have had the opportunity to meet 
men with different interests in agriculture, and I have no regrets 
joining this great group of men.

This semester, I am the Chapter Publications co-chair with Joe 
Krombos. We want to thank everyone that has helped put this 
edition of The Crescent together! I hope you all have a great time 
reading this newsletter, and learn more about what the chapter 
is doing to help the community and ourselves. Have a safe 
summer! Enjoy!

Fraternally,

Matthew Kramer
Pin 1078



3

The Crescent Newsletter Staff
Director  Editor
Joe Krombos   Matthew Kramer

Crescent Staff
Morgan Vetterkind, Tanner Johnson, Mom Monica 
Voiles, Steve Bensend and Zach Olson.

Publisher
University of Wisconsin-River Falls Fast Copy

Housemother Comments
Spring 2016 …

Brothers of Alpha Psi –

The school year seemed to pass 
so quickly, and here we are racing 
through April.  Since the weather 
has been so mild, everyone is 
anxious to get into the fields and 
start planting – won’t be long now.  

We had two successful classes of 
new members this year, which 
makes us feel good about the future 

of the chapter, even though we are losing nine men through 
graduation this spring – and they are some of the ones who have 
been most active and helpful around the house.  I am sure we 
will have others step in and take their places in keeping us active 
and maintaining our positive relationships with both campus 
and the community. Everyone has contributed to our goals – 
volunteering for weekly Main Street Cleanup, Second Chances, 
St. Bridget’s Gala, Red Cross Blood Drive, Relay for Life, 
Turningpoint, etc. along with dropping everything at a moment’s 

notice to assist someone who calls or knocks on the door – which 
happens more often than you might think.  I’ve gotten such nice 
feedback about our men, which makes me proud of how they are 
serving their fellow man!

We are getting close to finals and everyone will be going off to 
‘real life’ for the graduates, or internships and summer jobs, or 
back home to help on the farm.  We will have a group of about 
eight at the house this summer, so if you are in the area, please 
stop in and catch up with us!

On a personal note, after 21 years working on campus I will 
be retiring from the university and I am also downsizing my 
personal life and moving from my big home into a two-bedroom 
apartment.  Huge changes for me in ways, but for the moment I 
plan to still be a part of Alpha Gamma Rho – the men are such a 
great support system for me!  Thanks for all you do for me, the 
house and the undergraduates!  Please consider a visit to the 
chapter – we’d love to see you!  (If it’s during the school year, 
Monday is still dinner at 6 p.m., meeting at 7:00 p.m.)

Take care and stay safe!   

Mom Voiles

Monica Voiles

Greetings Brothers,

I hope this note finds you all doing 
well. This spring semester is rapidly 
coming to a close here at Alpha Psi; 
which means the undergraduates 
will soon be starting internships, 
returning to jobs or for those 
graduating in May, starting their 
careers. I would like to congratulate 
all graduating brothers and extend 
the first invitation to come back 
“home” to Alpha Psi and visit any 
time. 

This spring semester was one of the 
busiest in recent history for many AGR brothers. We attended 
recruitment school, national leadership seminar, hosted several 
socials with sororities, and participated in just about every event 
hosted by CAFES. Our intramural teams performed what I would 
say was “above average” and we had a lot of fun doing so. Each 
week, brothers were sweeping up Main Street, helping Second 
Chances, and volunteering in many other ways in order to keep 
our good reputation in the River Falls community.

Noble Ruler Report

Tanner Johnson

Although the semester has been busy, we have been able to grow 
as a chapter, both in numbers and as men. Brother Derrick “Tex” 
Lehman led the recruitment efforts and we welcomed three 
excellent new brothers. As brothers, we always want to get to 
know each other better and this semester saw a lot of members 
going to other brothers’ homes to see where they come from. 
This always resulted in great stories and stronger bonds. 

We hosted our annual Pink Rose formal on April 9 this spring; 
which saw plenty of alumni and undergraduates come together, 
dressed to the nines to celebrate our beloved fraternity. Alumni 
brother Jesse Singerhouse, Pin #602, came back and spoke 
about his time at Alpha Psi, his life and career and gave us some 
excellent advice. I would like to thank Jesse and all of the alumni 
of Alpha Psi, who teach us again and again that Alpha Gamma 
Rho is a brotherhood that lasts a lifetime. 

As busy as we are here at Alpha Psi, there will always be time 
for alumni. If any brother is wishing to come back to the house, 
is hosting an event or is in need of some help, please reach out 
to the undergraduate chapter. We are always more than willing 
to meet or help a brother. Please check out our website at www.
agralphapsi.com and like our Facebook page by searching: Alpha 
Gamma Rho – Alpha Psi Chapter. Utilizing these two resources 
is a great way to stay connected with the chapter.

I am looking forward to this summer and the upcoming AGR 
National Convention from August 10-12 in Omaha, NE. If any 
brother would like to go, please contact me or Adviser Steve 
Bensend at 715-495-4851. It has been a great first semester as 
Noble Ruler and I cannot wait for the fall semester to get here!

Fraternally,

Tanner Johnson
tanner.johnson@my.uwrf.edu
608-792-1500
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Nathan Overby
Pin: 977

Hometown: Amery, Wis.

Future Plans: I am employed at the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls in the 
Division of Technology Services as an Associate 
Information Systems Specialist, focusing 
on Windows system administration and 
management.

Favorite AGR Memory: My favorite memories are our services 
projects. We have an awesome position in the community and I’m 
thankful for all the oportunities to hang out with brothers while serving 
others.

Joshua Butler
Pin: 1006

Hometown: Watertown, Wis.

Future Plans: Operation Support Specialist 
for Domain, Inc. out of New Richmond, Wis.

Favorite AGR Memory: Class trip to 
Northwest Missouri State University. The 
most interesting thing was the exotic sleeping 
arrangements of my fellow brothers!

Shea Esser
Pin: 1007

Hometown: Bloomington, Wis.

Future Plans: Return home to manage the 
purebred beef herd. Also, to attend auctioneer 
school and start a cattle promotion and 
marketing service.

Favorite AGR Memory: Flashlight tag after 
I drove over the power box.

Justin Stangel
Pin: 1015

Hometown: Kewaunee, Wis.

Future Plans: I plan to complete my student 
teaching in the Luxemburg-Casco School 
District during the fall 2016 semester.  After 
this I will be returning home to work in the 
family business, selling road salt in the State of 

Wisconsin.  Along with that I will run a tractor/trailer repair shop at 
home, and continue to run a machine shop that makes custom parts 
for farmers and other businesses around the area.

Favorite AGR Memory: The Dirty Dozen’s class trip was to 
Northwest Missouri State where we spent a fun weekend getting 
to know the brothers, doing some fishing, and learning about how 
another chapter operates.  Their ‘house’ is a former motel which they 
have made into their AGR home, and they were great hosts.  We 
created such a special bond that one of their members attended OUR 
Pink Rose to continue the friendship.

Senior Comments
Dylan Young
Pin: 1016

Hometown: Berlin, Wis.

Future Plans: Going home to 
work on the family farm.

Favorite AGR Memory: 
Hanging out in brothers’ rooms 
solving the world’s problems.

David Gallagher
Pin: 1018

Hometown: Pardeeville, Wis.

Future Plans: I will be working 
at Dalton Grain Farms full time.

Favorite AGR Memory: Going 
to National AGR Convention 

with Isaac Christenson and Matt Pedersen, along with 
Clyde Nelson and Mr. Bensend. It was a great time and I 
recommend everyone to go to it if you have the chance.

Tyler Grams
Pin: 1019

Hometown: Buffalo Lake, Minn.

Future Plans: My future plans 
are that I want to get a job in the 
dairy industry. I will also want to 
get married and have a family.

Favorite AGR Memory: My favorite memory is 
joining AGR. I liked meeting everyone and it made it feel 
like a second home.

Mark Klenke
Pin: 1020

Hometown: Lake City, Minn.

Future Plans: Work for Cargill 
Kitchen Solutions as a production 
supervisor in the Monticello, 
Minn. area. In the future, I hope 
to get into their engineering 

department as a plant engineer.

Favorite AGR Memory: My favorite memories 
at Alpha Psi are from all of the times spent with my 
brothers here at the house, as well at our own homes. 
The unplanned and random adventures that I have had 
will stay with me long after graduation.
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Tyler Carlson
Pin: 1027

Hometown: Farmington, Minn.

Future Plans: Partnering into a dairy 
farm and trucking with Matt.

Favorite AGR Memory: Going tubing 
with Sigma Alpha at the Badlands. 

Logan Finnegan
Pin: 1055 
Hometown: Austin, Minn.
Future Plans: I plan on continuing to 
farm while striving to become a director 
within Conklin. Long term I hope to buy a 
house and some land of my own to settle 
down on.  
 

Favorite AGR Memory: My favorite AGR memory was my 
first party at the house. I remember playing games late into the 
night and then dancing to the music until the sun came up the 
next day.

Alex Schoonover
Pin: 1071

Hometown: Oshkosh, Wis.

Future Plans: I accepted a job with the 
Pipestone System in Pipestone, MN as a 
management trainee. I will be working 
on the breed to wean portion of the hog 
industry and am very excited to learn 

more. I’d like to come back to Wisconsin/Eastern Minnesota 
eventually to be closer to home and even eventually farm on my 
very own. Not growing up farming, I have set lofty goals for my 
professional future.

Favorite AGR Memory: Volunteering alongside brothers for 
various charities like Second Chances and Feed My Starving 
Children.

Matthew 
Holub
Pin: 1088

Alpha Gamma Rho-Alpha Psi has worked diligently over 
the past year to recruit excellent individuals who have 
the passion and drive necessary to continue moving 
our chapter in the right direction. Over the last two 
semesters, bid acceptance among prospective members 
was 90%. This spring semester, Alpha Psi recruited 
three new brothers, building on our strong efforts from 
recent years. This achievement was attained through 
streamlining the recruitment process, creating new and 
modern events, and increasing communications with 
potential new members. A new recruitment tool that 
is currently being developed for the future will bring 
our alumni involvement to new heights. The current 
summer recruitment plan involves an invitation to the 
house which includes a list of recruitment events and 
the scholarship application. We plan to expand this 
recruitment letter to include the names and contact 
information of alumni brothers in a prospect’s specific 
home area. This recruitment idea requires a lot of 
development in a short period of time. A list of incoming 
freshmen and transfer CAFES students is released by the 
University, locating prospect’s hometowns and alumni 
in those towns. Both lists will be cross referenced against 
each other with the cooperation of our Vice Noble 
Ruler- Alumni Relations. Once this is done, prospects 
will receive the traditional recruitment letter, as well 
as the information of alumni brothers that they may 
know. Organizing and creating these letters will take 
some time, but with the help of the officer team and the 
alumni brothers this method of outreach is capable of 
providing Alpha Psi with the best possible prospective 
members.

Thanks for your help as we work to involve alumni more 
deeply in our recruiting process. We hope you will share 
some of your pride with prospective brothers from your 
area.

Fraternally, 

Derrick Lehman, VNR Recruitment

Recruitment

New Class

Hometown: Boyd, Wis.
Major: Geography
Year: Senior

Justin 
Peterson 
Pin: 1090

Hometown: Seymour, Wis.
Major: Ag Engineering 
Year: Freshman 

Kevin 
Welke
Pin: 1091 

Hometown: Osseo, Wis.
Major: Ag Engineering
Year: Junior  
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On April 9, Alpha Gamma Rho-Alpha 
Psi celebrated our achievements during 
the past year at Pink Rose. The spring 
formal was held at Kilkarney Golf Course, 
and was planned and coordinated by 
Brother Tim Ritchie, Pin 1083, after being 
elected to the position of fraternal events 
coordinator. Brother Ritchie was very 
excited to bring new ideas to the event 
this year. Kilkarney was thrilled to have us 
Brothers come and enjoy the event with 
them and was very understanding of what 
this event means to our fraternity. 

The celebration started with a social hour where brothers and 
guests mingled with others and could catch up with brothers 
that they hadn’t seen in a while. Noble Ruler Tanner Johnson 
welcomed everyone, and Adam Kramer gave the invocation. A 
delicious meal was served and the awards program began. After the 
meal, we heard from this year’s guest speaker, Jesse Singerhouse. 
Additionally, we enjoyed comments from our wonderful house 
mother Monica Voiles and Advisor Steve Bensend.

This year, many awards were presented for a wide variety of 
achievements. Multiple brothers were recognized for their 
academic successes during the past year. Spirit awards were 
presented to brothers for every grade level. This year’s Spirit 
Award recipients included: Matthew Stanek (Freshman), Jake 
Filo (Sophmore), Blake Simon (Junior), Tyler Carlson (Senior), 
and Alex Schoonover (Overall). These five brothers are extremely 
dedicated to our chapter and ensuring that their brothers become 
better men. These brothers are also great leaders and are always 
willing to help where and when they are needed. Additionally, we 
recognized the graduating seniors. There were also a few more 
awards given to brothers. These awards include the Go-Getter 

2016 Pink Rose Event
Award, Scholar Award, Advisor’s Award, and Man of the Year.

Mike Sankey was recognized with the Go-Getter Award this year 
for simply getting things done, without even being asked. Joseph 
Wimmler was recognized with the Scholar Award, for his academic 
successes. The Advisor’s Award went to Nate Overby this year, for 
his knowledge of technology, hard work and dedication to making 
our chapter better. Kris Nelson was recognized as the Man of the 
Year. Kris is always someone you can rely on in the time of need. 
Mike, Joseph, Nate, and Kris have been a great asset to Alpha 
Gamma Rho, and we all appreciate their efforts. Additionally, 
Joshua Butler was recognized for his service as the Past Noble 
Ruler and leadership over the past year. Congratulations!

 Sarah Mulert spoke about the great year she had serving as 
Sweetheart and was presented a sweatshirt as a token of our 
appreciation for her service. In addition to that, Madeline Bode was 
announced as our Sweetheart for this year. The night continued 
with time to socialize and dance the night away! 

 Congratulations to all of the award winners! A huge thank you 
is due to Kilkarney Golf Course and to Brother Ritchie for all of 
his hard work in preparing for the event. We are all proud of the 
accomplishments we have achieved and still strive to achieve 
every day. As we move on into another new school year, let us all 
remember to make ourselves better men and do the right thing to 
better our lives and the industry we love! 

Details will be sent out during the end of the fall semester for Pink 
Rose 2017. We are looking forward to another great year at Alpha 
Psi and getting to know the alumni even better!

Fraternally,

Matthew Kramer (Pin 1078) and Zachary Olson (Pin 1081)

Matthew Kramer
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This year, the brothers of Alpha Psi showed determination, 
strength, and greatness in our attempt to take home the gold at 
Greek Week. Throughout the week, we competed like men and 
won numerous events. Our efforts were rewarded with a win this 
year, despite the fact that we shared the victory with Theta Chi, 
who matched our point totals.

On Monday, the brothers of Alpha Psi hosted the All Greek Picnic, 
as we do every year. A great success again, as all the Greeks on 
campus enjoyed the camaraderie that the kickoff evening provides. 
That night was the first night of competition among the chapters. 
On the house deck, the food eating contest was held. Chapters 
chose their members with the strongest stomachs to compete in 
this one, and it went pretty smoothly, with DTS winning that first 
event that night.

On Tuesday, the chariot race was held, as well as the obstacle 
course. This year we brought back the pyramid as well. Alpha Psi 
provided an awesome looking chariot, fit with tiki torches. Though 
we came in second in the chariot race by half a second, we won in 
the obstacle course and held our pyramid up the longest.

On Wednesday night, Order of Omega put together a presentation 
called “Breaking Down Barriers,” to reach out and spread the truth 
about Greek organizations and hazing. Every Greek member that 
attended had their picture taken with some sort of saying written 
on their hands that started out with the words “These hands don’t 
haze.” It was good for Greek life to have good publicity that doesn’t 
aim to damage them, and it was good for Greek stereotypes to be 
diminished as well. 

Thursday night came and the Lip Sync competition was held. 
There were some very good skits from all across the Greek 
community. The brothers of Alpha Psi put on a very entertaining 
skit as well, and everyone there seemed to enjoy it as the response 
from the rest of the Greek community was all positive. Brother 
David Wilson was our alumni judge for the event.

On Saturday morning, four car loads of Alpha Psi brothers made 
their way to Eagan, Minn. to join our fellow Greeks at “Feed My 
Starving Children.” This was the last main event of all of Greek 
week, and it brought the entire Greek community together to 

Noble Ruler 
Tanner Johnson 
tanner.johnson@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Recruitment 
Derrick “Tex” Lehman 
derrick.lehman@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Membership Development 
Alex Huibregtse 
alex.huibregtse@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Finance 
Dan Gerlach 
daniel.gerlach@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Operations 
Jordan Suhr 
jordan.suhr@my.uwrf.edu 

President
 Clyde Nelson 
Vice President
 Al Shannon
Secretary
 Bryan Sleik
Treasurer
 George Diamond
Operations
 Elliot Kahn
Scholarship
 Mark Bacon 
Fundraising
 Jason Keck and Ron Rasmussen 
Chapter Liasion
 Paul Otte
Communication
 Dennis Tauchen
Directors 
 Jesse Singerhouse and Josh Duley

Greek Week 2016

pack food to be sent somewhere in the world to help feed needy 
children. UWRF Greeks helped package 211 boxes of food, filled 
to supply 45,476 meals, which can feed 126 children for an entire 
year. It was an incredible turnout, and it had been one of the best 
turnouts that the Eagan location had ever had. That is something 
that all of us can be proud of.

Throughout the entire week, we had two other competitions that 
went on every day. Every morning, there was a scavenger hunt on 
campus, in which Alpha Psi brothers triumphed three out of the 
four days that it was held. We also had the food drive the entire 
week. Though Alpha Psi came in second for that, as a whole 
Greek community, we raised 1280 pounds of food, which in itself 
is remarkable. Sunday evening we held the Greek Awards, where 
brothers Stangel and Nelson were recognized and awarded for 
their achievements the past year. As a chapter, we excelled this 
year, but we will continue to strive to be more successful in our 
following years.

Fraternally,

Morgan Vetterkind (Pin 1087)

VNR of Commissary 
Mike Sankey 
michael.sankey@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Planning 
Robin Muenzenberger 
robin.muenzenberger@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Alumni Relations 
Clifton McClintock 
clifton.mcclintock@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Scholarship 
Jacob Pintens 
jacob.pintens@my.uwrf.edu 

VNR of Activities 
Will Larson 
william.g.larson@my.uwrf.edu

2016 Officer TeamAlumni Board
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Return Service Requested

1024 East Cascade Avenue
River Falls, WI 54022
www.agralphapsi.com

Brother Jared Gieser represented Alpha Gamma Rho – Alpha Psi during the Phi Mu Miracle Man Contest and was 
the winner. He is pictured with brothers that were in attendance. Congratulations!


