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SEPTEMBER 3, 2017 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Lift High the Cross 
 

Sunday Matthew 16:21-28 Take up your cross and follow 

Monday Romans 12:9-21 Rules for Christian living 

Tuesday Matthew 20:17-28 Jesus again predicts his death 

Wednesday Luke 9:51-62 The cost of following Jesus 

Thursday Philippians 3:7-16 Running towards the goal 

Friday 1 Peter 4:12-19 Suffering as a Christian 

Saturday Psalm 26 The prayer of an innocent person 

Sunday Matthew 18:15-20 Seeking reconciliation 

Take up your cross and follow Jesus. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If any of you want to be my followers, 
you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow 
me.” Matthew 16:24 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear God, help us to follow you and serve others even when it causes pain to do so. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
For all we eat and all we wear, for daily bread and nightly care, we thank you, Heavenly Father. 
Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God’s constant love preserve you and give you peace and good courage as you pick up your 
cross and follow Jesus. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Tell about a time you supported a cause or a person who needed help. 

 Sometimes following Jesus involves difficulty or suffering. In what ways have you  
experienced this? 

 Jesus says, “If you want to save your life, you will destroy it. But if you want to give up 
your live for me, you will find it” (Matthews 16:25). What do you think Jesus means by 
this? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Romans 12:9-21. 

 

The apostle Paul gives a beautiful and grace-filled list of the new life in Christ. Reflect on Paul’s 

list of virtues for Christians, then make posters illustrating all the things these verses encourage 

Christians to do (e.g., love others, honor others, be joyful). Place the posters around your 

home.  

 

Pray for God’s help and guidance to live the new life in Christ. 

SERVICE 
Pick out one of the virtues listed in Romans 12:9-21. With prayerful attention and focus pursue 
this virtue with the goal of making a positive impact on another person’s life this week. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Make crosses out of paper or craft sticks. On the crosses write the words, “Take up your cross 
and follow me.” Commit to carrying these crosses with you this week as a reminder of Jesus’ 
call to follow him. 
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Jesus Loves Me! 
 

Sunday Matthew 18:15-20 Seeking reconciliation 

Monday Matthew 5:21-26 Be reconciled to your brother/sister 

Tuesday Romans 13:8-14 Love fulfills the law 

Wednesday Luke 17:1-4 Repentance and forgiveness 

Thursday Colossians 3:12-15 Forgive as the Lord forgave you 

Friday Ephesians 4:25-32 Forgive each other 

Saturday Psalm 119:33-40 The glories of God’s law 

Sunday Matthew 18:21-35 A parable about forgiveness 

Love fulfills the law. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

No one who loves others will harm them. So love is all that the Law  
demands. Romans 13:10 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord Jesus, help us to forgive others and  make peace with them. Amen. (Matthew 18:15-17) 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
As two or more who gather here, we thank you, Christ, for coming near. Please bless this food 
and our home, too, that we may shine with love for you. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God’s forgiving power bless you to love your neighbor as yourself. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 What does it mean to love someone? 

 Do you find it easy or difficult to love? Why? 

 How does God’s forgiveness change the way we see and treat other people when they 
sin against us? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Matthew 18:15-20. 

 

This text deals with conflict in the church and in our daily life relationships and the need to 

address it directly and lovingly. When someone has sinned against you, go to that person and 

seek to resolve it with forgiveness. However, knowing that people often resist forgiveness, 

Jesus includes other steps to confront the grievance. What makes it so easy to complain about 

someone behind his or her back? What makes it so difficult to say “I am sorry”? Offer the  

following prayer: 

 

 “Lord, when I have a complaint against another, help me to pray for that person and to try 

to resolve the conflict with forgiveness and grace.” Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

SERVICE 
Romans 13:8-14 speaks about love as the fulfillment of the law. In verse 9 it references  
Leviticus 19:18 that states, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Do at least one act of kindness for 
another person every day this week (whether at school, work, or at home). Talk about your 
efforts at mealtime or at the end of the day. How were your acts of kindness received by  
others? 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
For many congregations, this will be “Rally Sunday” and the beginning of a new program year 
in the fall. The Sunday texts focus on love, forgiveness, and the health of the church  
community. One of the great reconciling traditions of the church is to say to one another, 
“Peace be with you.” Make this a regular part of your conversations this week. Bless others 
each day using “A Blessing to Give” from this Taking Faith Home. 
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Forgive Our Sins 
As We Forgive 

Sunday Matthew 18:21-35 A parable about forgiveness 

Monday Genesis 18:20-33 Abraham pleads for Sodom 

Tuesday Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph forgives his brothers 

Wednesday Romans 14:1-12 Don’t judge others 

Thursday 1 Samuel 26:5-25 David spares Saul’s life 

Friday Acts 6:8-15, 7:54-60 Stephen prays for his killers 

Saturday Psalm 103 The Lord’s wonderful love 

Sunday Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the vineyard workers 

We are to forgive countless times. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Peter came up to the Lord and asked, “How many times should I forgive 
someone who does wrong to me? Is seven times enough?”  
Jesus answered: “Not just seven times, but seventy-seven times!” 
Matthew 18:21-22 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear God, we thank you for your never-failing love and forgiveness. Help us to show our gratitude 
with mercy to others. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
We thank you for providing for our needs and giving us the strength of a young eagle. Amen. 
(Psalm 103:5) 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord who crowns you with steadfast love forgive you all your sins and 
give you a merciful heart. (Psalm 104:4) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Have you ever been hurt by someone again and again? What did you do? 

 What makes it difficult to forgive someone repeatedly? 

 How is the kingdom of heaven shown in the parable of the unmerciful servant 
(Matthew 18:23-35)? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Matthew 18:21-35. 

 

Act out the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant or read it together with others speaking as the 

different characters in the parable. Then, talk about each character. What are they like? Which 

of the characters are you most like?  

 

Take turns praying for each other, that God may help you to be kind and forgiving towards 

others. 

SERVICE 
Think about someone you have not been willing to forgive. Consider ways to free both you and 
that other person by forgiving them in your heart (including a prayer) and by finding some way 
to communicate a more gracious relationship with them. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Psalm 103 is one of the great psalms expressing God’s love and our response through praise. 
During this next week, read the psalm daily and pause to reflect on a word or thought that can 
bless you throughout the day. 
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SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Lord, Speak to Us, That 
We May Speak 

Sunday Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the vineyard workers 

Monday Jonah 3:10–4:11 The Lord explains God’s compassion 

Tuesday 1 Timothy 6:17-19 God provides richly 

Wednesday Ephesians 1:3-14 The riches of God’s grace 

Thursday Titus 3:3-7 The generosity of God 

Friday John 1:14-18 One blessing after another 

Saturday Psalm 145 The Lord is kind and merciful 

Sunday Matthew 21:23-32 Parable of the two sons 

God’s surprising generosity. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

“Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Why 
should you be jealous, if I want to be generous?” Matthew 20:15 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord, you are so generous to us. Help us to be generous to others. Amen. (Matthew 20:1-16) 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
God so generous, God so good, we thank you for our daily food. Bless our meal and with us stay, 
guide and keep us through this day. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God of steadfast love and mercy, bless you and fill you with a spirit of generosity. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 When have you received the benefit of another person’s kindness or generosity that 
you didn’t think you deserved? Explain. 

 When have you been jealous when someone else received more help or benefits than 
you did? Explain. 

 Read Matthew 20:1-16. Should we be angry if we sense that God is being generous to 
others? Why or why not? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Jonah 3:10–4:11. 

 

Jonah was called by God to have the people of Nineveh repent. Jonah saw these people as an 

enemy of Israel and loathsome. He tried to run away from God’s calling but was not successful. 

Jonah knew that God was a merciful and gracious God, “slow to anger, and abounding in  

steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing” (4:2b). Jonah preferred to die than to  

witness God’s mercy to Nineveh. Who is a personal or national enemy that you do not want 

God to show mercy toward? Can you imagine how distasteful it is for God to show kindness in 

that situation? Pray the following prayer:  

 

Dear God, I thank you for your constant love and mercy for me. Help me to rejoice at your 

kindness and mercy for others. Amen. 

SERVICE 
In Jonah and in Matthew 30, we are presented with God’s kindness and generosity that goes 
beyond what seems reasonable or right. They are examples of God’s ways being far different 
than our ways (Isaiah 55:8). Practice kindness that may go beyond your comfort level. Do an 
act of kindness for someone you do not like or believe deserves your generosity. Reflect on and 
discuss with someone how that deed made you feel and what it means to have a God who 
goes beyond what seems right and good. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Throughout the week, prayerfully recite the following verse: “The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Psalm 145:8). 
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OCTOBER 1, 2017 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 1, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Savior, Like a Shepherd 
Lead Us 

Sunday Matthew 21:23-32 Parable of the two sons 

Monday Hosea 14:1-8 Return to the Lord 

Tuesday Philippians 2:1-13 Imitating Christ’s humility 

Wednesday Isaiah 55:6-13 Turn to the Lord 

Thursday John 15:7-17 Obeying the commands of Christ 

Friday James 1:19-25 Do what the word says 

Saturday Psalm 25 A prayer for guidance and help 

Sunday Matthew 21:33-46 Parable of the vineyard tenants 

God instructs, guides, and protects us. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Show me your paths and teach me to follow; guide me by your truth and 
instruct me. You keep me safe, and I always trust you.  
Psalm 25:4-5 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord, change our hearts and our minds. Give us a desire for your will and the courage to actually 
do it. Amen. (Ezekiel 30:31, Matthew 21:29) 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord, once again we are well fed; thank you for our daily bread. Help us not to moan or grumble; 
give us hearts both kind and humble. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God who exulted our Lord Jesus Christ and who is a work in you, bless you to walk in 
humble service. (Philippians 2:1-13) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 What is something you have learned about recently? 

 What does it mean to believe in a forgiving God? 

 How does God’s forgiveness and instruction make a difference in your life? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Philippians 2:12-13. 

 

The Christian life is filled with freedom and action. We are saved by grace and yet our way of 

life is to be filled with good works (Ephesians 2:8-10). There is a both/and perspective to the 

Christian life: God’s gracious work alone saves and the Christian life is filled with good actions 

that give glory to God and serve the neighbor. In Philippians 2, the Apostle Paul places  

emphasis on our human commitment in “fear and trembling” to pursue the life of salvation. He 

then points out that our very will and ability to do so is enabled by the act and desire of God. 

Why is it important that our life of salvation is directed by the work and will of God? Why is it 

important that we actively give attention and commitment to the life of salvation given by God 

in Christ? 

 

End by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
Read Matthew 21:28-31. Jesus tells a story about a father with two sons. The father tells the 
sons to go and work in the vineyard. One says he will but doesn’t. The other says he won’t but 
then does. Act out this parable. Talk about what it means to follow through with requests. Tell 
about a time you said you would do something for another person but did not do it. Receive 
God’s forgiveness for your lack of action and consider how to fulfill commitments in the future. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Read Philippians 2:1-13. In this hymn of praise for Christ’s humility and exultation, it states that 
people should bend the knee at the name of Jesus. In keeping with this text, if possible, kneel 
when you pray this week. 
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OCTOBER 8, 2017 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 8, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
I Love You, Lord 
 

Sunday Matthew 21:33-46 Parable of the vineyard tenants 

Monday Isaiah 5:1-7 A song of the vineyard 

Tuesday Philippians 3:4b-14 To know Christ 

Wednesday Hosea 2:10-16 God pursues Israel 

Thursday Colossians 2:16-23 Christ brings new life 

Friday Luke 13:6-9 Parable of the fig tree 

Saturday Psalm 80 Prayer for Israel’s deliverance 

Sunday Matthew 22:1-14 Parable of the wedding feast 

God desires to have a relationship with us. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

All I want is Christ and to know that I belong to him. I could not make my-
self acceptable to God by obeying the Law of Moses. God accepted me 
simply because of my faith in Christ. Philippians 3:8b-9 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear God, you who care for us like a bridegroom for the bride, forgive us when we stray and lead 
us back to you. For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord Jesus, thank you for the food before us, the friends around us, the love between us, and 
your presence with us. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord smile on you, bless you to know Christ and to know the power of his resurrection. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Who do you know that you trust? Explain. 

 What makes a relationship more valuable than fame or possessions? 

 In Isaiah 5 the prophet speaks of a “love-song” for God who is “my beloved.” What are 
words you use to describe your relationship to God? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Philippians 3:4b-14. 

 

When Paul says, “I run toward the goal, so that I can win the prize. . .” (v.14), it is easy to turn 

that into a moralistic challenge to do better. But that would miss Paul’s whole understanding of 

a relationship to Christ through faith that is itself a gift. Paul is describing a passionate pursuit 

of the love of Christ that has already claimed him. Imagine the love of a couple for one another 

or a parent for a new baby. These loving relationships give us images of wanting to know the 

other person more and to grow more deeply in love. The prize is the relationship we have with 

Christ that is only perfected in the resurrection. 

 

 Sing or pray the words of the hymn, I Love You, Lord. 

SERVICE 
Isaiah 5 begins as a love-song but moves to words of judgment because God’s people did not 
offer justice but bloodshed (v. 7). A fundamental calling of God is to offer justice and mercy to 
others, especially to the poor sometimes described in the Bible as the orphan and the widow 
(James 1:27). Consider how to support justice and mercy in your community through your vote, 
your volunteering, your voice, and your resources. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
In Psalm 80, Isaiah 5, and Matthew 21, the image of a vineyard and vines are used to describe 
God’s people planted by God to produce the fruit of faith and justice. Use a potted plant or 
draw a picture of a plant with vines. Make a sign that reads, “God’s vineyard is full of faith, 
justice, love, and mercy.” When you observe the plant or drawing, give thanks to God for the 
fruits of the kingdom. 
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OCTOBER 15, 2017 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 15, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Come to the Feast 
 

Sunday Matthew 22:1-14 Parable of the wedding feast 

Monday Luke 14:15-24 Parable of the great banquet 

Tuesday Philippians 4:1-9 Words of encouragement 

Wednesday Esther 5:1-8, 7:1-10 Esther hosts a banquet 

Thursday Isaiah 25:1-9 The Lord will prepare a feast 

Friday Revelation 19:5-10 The wedding feast of the Lamb 

Saturday Psalm 23 The good shepherd 

Sunday Matthew 22:15-22 The question of paying taxes 

Our God invites everyone to the banquet. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

“Go out to the street corners and tell everyone you meet to come to the 
banquet.” Matthew 22:9 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord Jesus, thank you for inviting us to the feast of heaven. Help us to respond with a spirit of 
welcome and generosity to others. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord God, as we enjoy this earthly feast, prepare us for the feast of heaven. Thank you for all you 
give and all you do. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God bless you with the peace of Jesus. May the Lord watch over your heart and your mind 
and keep you safe. (Philippians 4:7) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Talk about a special dinner you attended. What made it so memorable? 

 In Psalm 23:5 God places the psalmist at a meal anointed with oil and full of joy in the 
presence of enemies. How does this image communicate the trust in God expressed in 
the psalm? 

 Throughout the Bible, being invited to a banquet offers a beautiful experience of peace 
and joy. How can you experience peace and joy in your mealtimes today? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Philippians 4:4-9 twice slowly. 

 

Say aloud the word or phrase that stands out for you. Reflect on that word or phrase. Read the 

text again and wonder how the passage gives helpful guidance to your life. Read the text one 

final time and make a decision about how this passage will direct your thoughts and actions in 

the days ahead. 

 

 Close by praying Psalm 23 and the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
Having a meal with others and being full are common biblical images of being satisfied and 
having the joy of the Lord. Commit to help at a food kitchen or invite others to your home for a 
meal. Include the “Mealtime Prayer” and other portions from this Taking Faith Home. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Psalm 23 is one of the most well known parts of the Bible. Commit it to memory and pray it 
when you go to bed. As you go to sleep keep repeating verse 1, “The Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not want.” 



© 2016 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

OCTOBER 22, 2017 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 22, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Great is the Lord 
 

Sunday Matthew 22:15-22 The question of paying taxes 

Monday 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 The example of faith 

Tuesday Jeremiah 29:1-7 Advice to the exiles in Babylon 

Wednesday Daniel 1:3-21 Daniel in the king’s court 

Thursday Romans 13:1-7 Duties towards state authorities 

Friday Isaiah 45:1-7 Cyrus serves the Lord 

Saturday Psalm 96 Sing a new song 

Sunday Matthew 22:34-46 Loving God and neighbor 

We are a people of faith, love, and hope. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

We thank God for you and always mention you in our prayers. Each time 
we pray, we tell God our Father about your faith and loving work and 
about your firm hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
We praise you Lord, for you are wise and compassionate. There is no other god. Amen.  
(Psalm 96:1-9; Isaiah 45:5-6) 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
All thanks to God who gives us food and blesses all our days. To God who rules from heaven 
above, we offer heartfelt praise. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God fill your life with power through the good news of Jesus. May the Lord give you faith, 

love, and hope each and every day. (1 Thessalonians 1:3) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Name something you are thankful for. 

 The Apostle Paul was thankful for the faith, love, and hope of the church of  
Thessalonica. Give examples of the faith, love, and hope in the church today. 

 Isaiah 45 gives praise to the anointed Cyrus, a foreign unbeliever who blesses God’s 
people. How does God use non-Christians to be servants of God’s love in the world 
today? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Matthew 22:15-22. 

 

Some Bible stories are funnier than others. In this account, the Pharisees join their arch  

enemies of the Herodians who are aligned with the Roman ruler. Together they engage in  

conversation with Jesus to trap him by either offending the Jewish people or sounding like a 

rebel against the Roman forces. Jesus turns this potential trap on its head. The Pharisees are 

asked by Jesus to show a Roman coin, something the Pharisees are not to have in their  

possession because it has a graven image of a Roman god on it. In essence, Jesus says, “I 

gotcha!” Jesus’ answer that they are to give the emperor what is his and give to God what is 

God’s changes the conversation. Although the Herodians may not get the point, the Pharisees 

certainly would have: everything is God’s! Reflect on what it means that everything we have is 

God’s. Then offer a prayer of thanksgiving for everything we have and how to use it to the glory 

of God. 

 

 Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10. If children are present, play a game of “Simon Says.” Talk about 
how we copy others. Paul acknowledges that the people imitated the faith of Paul, and others 
in the church have come to imitate the church of Thessalonica. Identify people who serve you 
as Christian role models. Find a way to express your thanks for  their witness to you. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
One of the great traditions of the church is singling hymns of praise to God. This is particularly 
noted in the words of Psalm 96. Be sure to sing and/or pray the “Hymn of the Week”, Great is 
the Lord. 
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OCTOBER 29, 2017 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 29, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
We Are Called 
 

Sunday Matthew 22:34-46 Loving God and neighbor 

Monday Deuteronomy 6:1-9 Loving the Lord your God 

Tuesday Psalm 1 The way to happiness 

Wednesday Romans 13:8-14 Love your neighbor as yourself 

Thursday 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Paul’s life and work 

Friday 1 John 3:16-24 Love one another 

Saturday Psalm 15 The path of the righteous 

Sunday Matthew 23:1-12 Humble yourselves 

We show our love for God by loving others. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Jesus answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and 
mind. This is the first and most important commandment. The second 
most important commandment is like this one. And it is, ’Love others as 
much as you love yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord Jesus, help us to love our neighbors today. Amen. (Matthew 22:39) 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, good and great, thanks for all that’s on our plates. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God keep you strong and well. May the Lord help you to love God and others with all your 
heart. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 What makes you feel loved? How do you show love to others? 

 Read Matthew 22:37-39. How can you love God with all your heart? With your mind? 
With your soul? 

 What does it mean to “love others as much as you love yourself?” 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Matthew 22:34-46. 

 

Sometimes people asked Jesus difficult questions, and sometimes he posed hard questions to 

them. Asking questions and wondering about the Christian faith is important. Write down or 

talk about questions you have related to the Bible or the Christian faith. Discuss the questions. 

If you struggle to find answers, make a plan to find out more. Conclude with the following  

prayer: 

 

Dear God, help us to take delight in your word so that we may be like trees planted by 

streams of water that will not wither but prosper and produce the fruit of righteousness 

filled with love for you and for our neighbor. (Psalm 1) 

 

SERVICE 
In 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, the apostle Paul writes about the ministry of the apostles in  
Thessalonica. Though many people were against them, they shared the good news of Jesus 
Christ with boldness. This week, pray by name for the pastors and other church workers in your 
local community. Ask God to give them courage and to help them live good and faithful lives. 
Plan an act of encouragement for them. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Psalm 1:2 states that the righteous “delight in the law of the LORD, and on his law they  
meditate day and night.” Far from being a legalistic code that is a burden, God’s law is about 
loving relationships. Jesus points out that the greatest commandments are about loving God 
and neighbor and are at the heart of the Old Testament message. This week memorize 
Matthew 22:37-39 and meditate on it day and night. 


