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NOVEMBER 5, 2017 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 5, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Make Me a Servant 

Sunday Matthew 23:1-12 Humble yourselves 

Monday Matthew 18:1-4 Become like little children 

Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 2:5-13 Paul’s ministry 

Wednesday 2 Chronicles 34:14-32 King Josiah humbles himself 

Thursday Luke 1:46-55 Mary’s song 

Friday 1 Peter 5:1-7 God gives grace to the humble 

Saturday Psalm 43 A prayer for protection 

Sunday Matthew 25:1-13 Parable of the wise and foolish girls 

Greatness comes through serving others. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Whoever is the greatest should be the servant of the others. If you put 
yourself above others, you will be put down. But if you humble yourself, 
you will be honored. Matthew 23:11-12 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord Jesus, you humbled yourself as a servant of all. Lead us to be your humble servants of  
others. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord, by your grace we eat and drink, by your grace we live. May we say thanks to you this day by 
how we serve and give. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God give you a servant’s heart, and bring you joy through serving others. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Who is the most important person you have ever met? What made (or makes) that 
person important? 

 Read Matthew 23:11-12. What makes people “great” according to Jesus? 

 Jesus put all his followers on the same level (Matthew 23:8). What difference should 
this make to how we see and treat one another? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: 1 Thessalonians 2:5-13. 

 

Here Paul gives a clear example of how faith is formed by the power of God’s word through 

personal, trusted relationships. He and others were “like a father with his children.” Earlier he 

had described themselves in the intimate language of a mother nursing children. In these very 

personal relationships they served as models of the faith and offered the people  

encouragement to “lead a life worthy of God.” Recall people who have served as examples and 

encouragers of the faith to you. Consider people who may be encouraged by your life of faith 

as well. Offer prayers of thanksgiving for these people in your life. 

 

Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
Jesus said, “The greatest among you will be your servant.” Let your home chores become acts 
of service to others. Having a clean home offers an important example of gracious hospitality 
to others. Consider other ways to be an intentional servant of others. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Psalm 43:3 says, “Send your light and your truth to guide me.” For a fun activity this week, go 
on a night walk by flashlight. Afterward, talk about what it means to be dependent on light to 
see your way clearly and to guide your path in safety. Then talk about how God leads and 
guides us all the days of our lives. 
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NOVEMBER 12, 2017 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Give Me Oil in My Lamp 
 

Sunday Matthew 25:1-13 Parable of the wise and foolish girls 

Monday Matthew 24:36-44 Keep watch 

Tuesday Deuteronomy 4:5-20 Watch yourselves carefully 

Wednesday Micah 7:1-9 Watching in hope for the Lord 

Thursday Luke 21:29-37 Be always on the watch 

Friday Amos 5:18-24 What the Lord requires 

Saturday Psalm 70 God is wonderful 

Sunday Matthew 25:14-30 Parable of the talents 

Each day matters. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

So, my disciples, always be ready! You don’t know the day or the time 
when all this will happen. Matthew 25:13 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear Lord, come quickly with your saving grace that our lives may reflect your love and mercy for 
all you have created. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
For this meal and all God’s gifts, let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May you rejoice and be glad for this is the day that the Lord has made. (Psalm 118:24) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Tell about something in your life that needs to be done now and cannot wait. 

 What matters to you today? How does that connect with your Christian faith? 

 In the parable of the wise and foolish girls, there is a focus on urgency and being ready. 
How does your Christian faith call you to a sense of urgency and readiness? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Matthew 25:1-13. 

 

Since the time of the New Testament church, there has been a concern to keep the faith alive 

and “burning” while waiting for Christ’s return. We can become  complacent and lose the sense 

of urgency about actively living the Christian faith everyday. In Amos 5:18-24 the prophet 

pointed out that God was not pleased with a worship life that did not show itself in acts of 

justice and fairness. Reflect on how the Christian faith matters every day. Pray the following 

prayer: 

 

Dear God, give me a living faith that seeks to please you with love, fairness, and care for  

others each day. Amen 

 

Close with the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
The biblical theme of justice is closely associated with care for those in need, especially the 
poor. Take time this week to do some act of service for someone in need. See your action as a 
way to say, “Yes,” to the justice and fairness of God in the world. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Reflect this week on how each day in the life of faith matters. Light a candle in remembrance of 
the parable of the wise and foolish girls. Sing or pray the “Hymn of the Week”, Give Me Oil in 
My Lamp. Take time to read Scripture, pray, and care for the needs of others. 
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NOVEMBER 19, 2017 
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Send Me, Jesus 
 

Sunday Matthew 25:14-30 Parable of the talents 

Monday Luke 19:11-26 A king and his servants 

Tuesday 1 Peter 4:7-13 Using our gifts 

Wednesday Romans 12:3-18 We have different gifts 

Thursday 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 The coming of the Lord 

Friday Ephesians 4:11-24 Christ’s gifts to the church 

Saturday Psalm 90 God is eternal 

Sunday Matthew 25:31-46 The sheep and the goats 

Live boldly in faith. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

“Wonderful!” his master replied, “You are a good and faithful servant. I 
left you in charge of only a little, but now I will put you in charge of much 
more. Come and share in my happiness!” Matthew 25:21 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Almighty and Everlasting God, you search our hearts and know our needs. Give us faith filled with 
good deeds. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
For food and drink and happy days we offer up our thanks and praise. In serving others, Lord, may 
we show our thankfulness to Thee. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
Child of light, may God bless you with faith, hope, and love, this day and always.  
(1 Thessalonians 5:5, 8) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Tell about a time you were afraid of taking a risk. 

 Tell about a time you took a risk. 

 The parable of the talents encourages us to take risks with the abundant love of God. 
How would you like to be bold with your faith? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Matthew 25:14-30. 

 

The parable of the talents encourages us to trust God and live boldly. The rewards for such 

faith will be great in the kingdom of God. Conversely, faith is not to be squandered and buried. 

The people of God have been entrusted with the greatest treasure imaginable, God’s saving 

love. It is a sobering thought to waste such a treasure. It is the call of all the faithful to risk it all 

for the sake of God’s kingdom of love and happiness. Talk about the treasured gift of God’s 

love and how to share it with others. Then pray: 

 

Dear God, give us courage and confidence to live daily with faith, hope, and love in Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Close with the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 states, “That’s why you must encourage and help each other, just as you 
are already doing.” Make the most of every opportunity to give encouragement to others. 
Think of a person you would like to support and give them a call, text them, or send them a 
note. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 the Apostle Paul encourages the community and supports their  
ongoing efforts to build up one another. Spend time this week affirming and encouraging one 
another. Finish the following sentences: 

1. One thing I really appreciate about you is . . . 
2. Something I would like to encourage you in is . . . 
3. I felt proud of you when . . .  

Then, bless each other by using “A Blessing to Give” from this Taking Faith Home. 



© 2016 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

NOVEMBER 26, 2017 
CHRIST THE KING 
SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 26, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Lord, I Lift Your Name 
On High 

Sunday Matthew 25:31-46 The sheep and the goats 

Monday Acts 2:40-47, 4:32-35 Care given to the needy 

Tuesday Romans 12:9-21 Share with the needy 

Wednesday Ezekiel 34:11-16 God, the true shepherd 

Thursday Ephesians 1:15-23 Paul’s prayer 

Friday 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Thanks be to God 

Saturday Psalm 95 Worship and obey the Lord 

Sunday Mark 13:24-37 The day and hour unknown 

Christ rules now and forevermore. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

It is the same wonderful power he used when he raised Christ from 
death and let him sit at his right side in heaven. There Christ rules over 
all forces, authorities, powers, and rulers. He rules over all beings in this 
world and will rule in the future world as well. Ephesians 1:19b-21 (CEV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
O God of power and might, we thank you for your glory hidden in the cross of Christ and revealed 
through acts of love and mercy. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Thank you, God, for food and drink, for thoughts of service for us to think. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ give you a spirit of wisdom that you may know what is the 
hope and glorious inheritance to which you have been called. (Ephesians1:17-18) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 How do you think a fair and just leader would rule today? 

 How do you see Christ’s rule in the world today? 

 How do we participate in Christ’s rule today? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Psalm 95:1-7a slowly three times. 

 

It can be difficult in today’s world where the news gives us negative local and international 

reports of violence and injustices to see how God reigns now through Christ the King.  

Throughout history the people of God have often been challenged by the claim that God is 

present and opposing evil, death, and destruction. During the week remember the claim that 

God reigns through the cross of Christ. Remember to worship God with thanksgiving and songs 

of praise.  

 

Make a joyful noise and sing hymns of praise including the “Hymn of the Week”, Lord, I Lift 

Your Name On High. 

SERVICE 
In Matthew 25:35-40 followers of Jesus participate in the reign of God by acts of loving service. 
It is a way to serve Christ himself. In this text Jesus lifts up a number of ways to serve others: 
feeding others, giving water to the thirsty, clothing people, caring for the sick, and visiting the 
imprisoned. Reflect and give thanks for how you are part of this service to others and commit 
to some specific action of care this next week. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Hymns are sung prayers. Sing and/or pray this week a number of Christian songs that give 
praise for the reign of God. Here are some examples to consider: 
 

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 
How Great Thou Art 
Crown Him with Many Crowns 
O, Sing to the Lord 
Shout to the Lord 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 


