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DECEMBER 3, 2017 
FIRST SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 3, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
All Earth Is Hopeful 

Advent is a time to be alert for the coming of Christ. 

Sunday Mark 13:24-37 The day and hour unknown  

Monday Isaiah 64:1-9 A communal prayer for help 

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 God is faithful 

Wednesday Isaiah 9:1-7 The promised messiah 

Thursday Matthew 24:29-31 The coming of the Son of Man 

Friday Revelation 1:1-6  Christ sends a message 

Saturday Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  Prayer for Israel’s restoration 

Sunday Mark 1:1-8  The beginning of the good news 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  
Mark 13:33 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Gracious God, we thank you for your love that reaches out to us through Christ our Savior. Give 
us joy and gladness as we wait for his coming again. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord God, thank you for giving us hope for the heart and food for the plate. For Jesus our Savior 
we watch and we wait. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God of grace and peace and the Lord Jesus Christ keep you strong in your faith until  
Jesus comes again. (1 Corinthians 1:8)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Talk about a time when you were waiting for something or someone.  

 Advent begins with a focus on Christ’s second coming. How does your Christian faith 
help you keep alert for Christ’s return? Reflect on how waiting for Christ’s return is an 
important part of the Christian faith. 

 Jesus said, “my words will never pass away” (Mark 13:31).  What words or stories of 
Jesus are especially important to you? 

DEVOTIONS 
December 3 is the first Sunday in Advent.  Using four blue or purple candles and a white center 
candle, set up a home Advent Wreath.  Light the first candle, and use the following words: 

Say:  The first candle on our Advent wreath is the hope candle. Long ago, God promised to send 
a Savior. God used prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah to give people hope for the  
future. [Light the first candle.] 

Read:  Isaiah 9:6. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 

Pray:  Lord God, thank you for keeping the promises you made through the prophets and 
sending us a Savior.  Fill us with hope as we get ready to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Amen. 

SERVICE 
Part of Christian waiting for Christ’s coming again is to care for others with loving service.  
Purchase nonperishable grocery items this week to donate to a local food shelf. Pray for the 
people who will receive this food. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
With the beginning of the new church year in Advent, we hear a new set of readings from the 
Bible. Most of the Gospel readings used this year will be from Mark. We remember that Jesus 
tells us that his words will never pass away (Mark 13:31). In honor of Jesus’ message kept for us 
in the Bible, gather the Bibles and storybook Bibles in your home and say this prayer of  
blessing for their use: 

Dear God, we thank you for the Bible, and especially for the good news of Jesus our Savior. 
As we read, listen to and think about what the Bible says to us, make us into people who are 
strong in our faith and full of love. Amen. 
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DECEMBER 10, 2017 
SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Comfort, Comfort 
Now My People 

Now is the time to prepare the way of the Lord. 

Sunday Mark 1:1-8  The beginning of the good news 

Monday Isaiah 40:1-11 Comfort my people 

Tuesday 2 Peter 3:8-15a Promise of the Lord’s coming 

Wednesday 1 John 4:16-21 God is love 

Thursday 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Gratitude for God’s mercy 

Friday Malachi 3:1-4 God promises a messenger 

Saturday Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  A prayer for God’s peace 

Sunday John 1:6-8,19-28 John’s witness to the light 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord God, make us ready to be your messengers of comfort, love, and forgiveness through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
God our Savior, thank you for this food and all who prepared it. Help us to prepare the way for 
you. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God of love and comfort, fill you with the good news of Jesus Christ and give you peace. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Talk about how you have been comforted during a time of need.  

 Tell about a time you have felt God’s comfort in your life. 

 Mark 1:1 speaks of the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ. Reflect on how this 
good news is filled with the comfort of God’s love and forgiveness. 

DEVOTIONS 
December 10 is the second Sunday in Advent.  Continue to use an Advent wreath with four 
blue or purple candles and a white center candle. Light the first and second candles, and use 
the following words: 

Say:  The second candle on our Advent wreath is the love candle because God’s love comes to 
all through the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd who comforts, feeds, leads, 
and loves the sheep. [Light the first and second candles.] 

Read:  Mark 1:1-3 and Isaiah 40:1-3, 11. The gospel of Mark starts with the theme for the 
whole book: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Isaiah 40 begins 
a new section in the larger book of Isaiah. Both emphasize a new era of God’s love that has  
overcome judgment with forgiveness. 

Pray:  Lord God, like a shepherd caring for the sheep, you come to us full of love and comfort 
with the good news of your Son. Fill us with the love you have for us through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

SERVICE 
1 John 4:20 states, “We love because [God] first loved us.” God’s passion and love for us leads 
to acts of comfort, love, and forgiveness of others. Talk about or make a list of acts of  
kindness offered by you and others during the week. Give thanks to God for the good news of 
Jesus Christ that leads you to love the world that God so loves. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Setting up a Christmas tree in our home is a tradition and a Christian symbol reminding us of 
God’s love. The evergreen tree reminds us of the ever-present love of God. The lights  
symbolize the light of Christ. The shape of an evergreen tree serves as an arrow that points to 
heaven. As you reflect on the symbolism of the Christmas tree, offer the following prayer: 

Dear God, we thank you for this tree as a reminder of your loving and saving presence in our 
lives and world. May the good news of Jesus Christ light up our hearts with your love, joy, 
and peace, and may the gifts placed under it remind us of the great gift of your Son Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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DECEMBER 17, 2017 
THIRD SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 17, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Joy to the World 

Advent is a time for joy as we look to the birth of Jesus. 

Sunday John 1:6-8, 19-28 John’s witness to the light 

Monday Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Good news of deliverance 

Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 A call to rejoice 

Wednesday Luke 1:46b-55 Mary’s song of praise 

Thursday Psalm 63:1-8 In God’s presence I sing for joy 

Friday Acts 16:25-34 A jailer is filled with joy 

Saturday Psalm 126  A people who dream 

Sunday Luke 1:26-38 The birth of Jesus foretold 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord Jesus, we are joyful because of you. Help us to be thankful no matter what happens each 
day. Amen.  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord God, you fill the hungry with good things. With all my heart I praise the Lord, and I am glad 
because of God my Savior. Amen. (Luke 1:46-47, 51) 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God of peace make you completely holy; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 What does it mean to be joyful? Tell about a time you were filled with joy.  

 How does the birth of Jesus bring joy to the world? 

 Which image in Isaiah 61:1-4 helps you to understand the feeling of joy? 

DEVOTIONS 
December 17 is the third Sunday in Advent. Continue to use an Advent wreath with four blue 
or purple candles and a white center candle. Light the first, second, and third candles, and use 
the following words: 

Say:  The third candle on our Advent wreath is the joy candle because “the Lord has done great 
things for us, and we rejoiced” (Psalm 126:3). The coming of Jesus our Savior and Lord gives us 
joy. [Light the first, second, and third candles.] 

Read:  Psalm 126:1-3. When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was 
said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” The Lord has done great 
things for us, and we rejoiced.  

Pray:  Dear God, in the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ you have done great things for us and 
we rejoice. Lead us to give thanks in all circumstances, believing this is your will for us in 
Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

SERVICE 
John 1:7 describes John the Baptist this way: “He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him.” As followers of Christ, we too are to serve others by being 
a witness and directing our attention to Jesus. How can you be a witness to Jesus in your 
thoughts, words, and actions as you prepare for Christmas? 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Advent is a time to slow down, savor, and see things in the light of Christ. In many homes 
setting up a nativity set is a memorable tradition. Hold or imagine one piece of your nativity set 
each day. Think what it was like to be that character in Bethlehem. What did that character 
see? Experience? Hear? How was that person changed? How are you changed? Talk about your 
thoughts with family and friends. 

Conclude by singing this traditional hymn, Away in the Manger. 
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DECEMBER 24, 2017 
FOURTH SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 24, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing 

Mary is the model disciple. 

Sunday Luke 1:26-38 The birth of Jesus foretold 

Monday Titus 2:11-14 God’s kindness 

Tuesday Isaiah 9:2-7 The coming king 

Wednesday Titus 3:4-7 The mercy of God 

Thursday John 1:1-14 The word became flesh 

Friday Isaiah 52:7-10 Message of hope 

Saturday Psalm 96  Sing a new song 

Sunday Luke 2:22-40 Jesus presented in the temple 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me  
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
Luke 1:38 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear loving God, give us the faith like Mary to accept the good news of Jesus’ birth and  
confidence to go out into the world as a servant of your love in Christ. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord God, thank you for the gift of food, family, and friends as signs of your love for us. Most of 
all, thank you for your gift of Jesus. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord be with you. May God’s favor rest on you and the Holy Spirit come to you and give 
you peace. (Luke 1:28-30, 35)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Can you remember a time when you had an unexpected visitor? Tell your story.  

 What would you have thought and felt if you were Mary and received the message 
from the angel Gabriel that you would give birth to God’s son? 

 In Luke, Mary serves as the model disciple. She is chosen by God and responds with 
confusion (Luke 1:29), questioning (Luke 1:34), and then acceptance (Luke 1:38). How 
would you describe your journey of faith in Christ? 

DEVOTIONS 
December 24 is the fourth Sunday in Advent. Continue to use an Advent wreath with four blue 
or purple candles and a white center candle, and use the following words: 

Say:  The fourth candle on our Advent wreath is the peace candle. There is peace in accepting 
God’s call to trust God’s promises and be a follower of Jesus. When Mary said, “. . .  Let it be 
with me according to your word,” she expresses a peace that passes all human understanding.  
[Light the first, second, third, and fourth candles.] 

Read:  Philippians 4:7. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Pray:  Dear God, we thank you for the gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who 
comes to bring peace on earth now and forevermore.  Amen. 

SERVICE 
As a disciple of Jesus, reach out to people in need this week. Bring food or gifts to someone 
who is alone or in need of care. With your time or money, support an organization that works 
on behalf of the hungry or homeless. Find ways to be a servant of others in your own home 
during this busy time of year. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Christmas caroling is a well known tradition during this time of year. The tunes lift our spirits 
and the words encourage us. As disciples of Christ take time to sing or listen to some favorite 
Christmas hymns. 
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DECEMBER 24-25, 2017 
CHRISTMAS EVE, 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

DECEMBER 24-25, 2017 

HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS  
Silent Night 
 

Jesus comes to bring salvation for all. 

Sunday Luke 2:1-20 The birth of Jesus 

 Titus 2:11-14 God’s kindness 

   

Monday Hebrews 1:1-12 God has spoken by his Son 

 Isaiah 9:2-7 The coming King 

   

CHRISTMAS BIBLE READINGS 
 

Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your 
Christmas celebrations. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. Titus 2:11 
(NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for Christmas: 
Lord God, we thank you for our Lord Jesus Christ who came into our world to be the Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
God, thank you for this special day; bless all we do and all we say. May we each enjoy your  
blessings, as Jesus’ birth we celebrate. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord make known to you Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem that you may not fear but have 
great joy and peace forevermore. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 The word grace means “undeserved kindness.” When have you received kindness you 
didn’t think you deserved?  

 In Titus 2:11, Jesus is described as the grace of God who came to bring salvation to all. 
How is this good news for you? For others? 

 Usually good news is good for some and not for all, but with the birth of Jesus the angel 
says, “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10). How 
does the Christmas story bring hope for the whole world today? 

DEVOTIONS 
Before opening your Christmas gifts, continue to use an Advent wreath with four blue or purple 
candles and a white center candle. Light all five candles, and use the following words: 

Say:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth.” [Light all the candles.] 

Read:  Luke 2:1-20. Or read the Christmas story from a children’s storybook Bible. Talk about a 
favorite part of the story and then end with a prayer.  

Pray:  Lord God, we thank you for our Lord Jesus Christ who came into our world to be the 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Amen. 

SERVICE 
Write the names of those gathered in your home during Christmas on slips of paper and  
randomly distribute. Ask each person to offer a “gift of service” for the person named on the 
slip. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
The giving and receiving of gifts is a Christmas tradition that all ages enjoy. God’s gift to us is 
Jesus. Take a moment before opening your gifts to thank God for the greatest gift of all, Jesus.  
Bless one another:  
 
May the Lord make known to you Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem that you may not fear but 
have great joy and peace forevermore. 
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DECEMBER 31, 2017 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

DECEMBER 31, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
O Come All Ye Faithful 

We praise God for Christ’s birth. 

Sunday Luke 2:22-40 Jesus presented in the temple 

Monday Isaiah 61:10   ̶ 62:3 Rejoice in the Lord 

Tuesday Galatians 4:4-7 Adoption as God’s children 

Wednesday Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 For everything a season 

Thursday 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 Now is the time of salvation 

Friday Isaiah 43:16-21 The Lord is doing a new thing 

Saturday Psalm 148 All creation praises God 

Sunday Mark 1:4-11 Baptism of Christ 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

At that moment [Anna] came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  
Luke 2:38 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord God, thank you for Jesus, through whom we are adopted as your children. Let all you have 
made praise you! Amen. (Galatians 4:5 and Psalm 148) 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Praise the Lord all children, women, and men. For God gives us food for our bodies and Jesus as 
our Savior. Amen. (Psalm 148:12-13) 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord make you strong and wise and bless you with God’s saving grace. (Luke 2:40)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Tell about when you waited a long time for something. What was it like waiting, and 
what was it like when the waiting was over?  

 What do you think Mary was feeling after the birth of Jesus? 

 When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus in the temple, they praised God. What would you 
have done when you saw Jesus? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Psalm 148. 

Read the psalm three times slowly with reflective pauses between the readings. What word or 
phrase captures your thinking and imagination? The psalm encourages all that God has  
created to give praise to God. Use this psalm as a basis for writing your own psalm of praise 
honoring Christ’s birth. Use familiar images and ideas.  

Pray:  Lord God, thank you for Jesus, through whom we are adopted as your children. Let all 
you have made praise you! Amen.  

SERVICE 
In the temple in Jerusalem, Simeon and Anna encouraged and blessed two young, first-time 
parents, Mary and Joseph. Think of some way of supporting parents of young children in your 
congregation or community. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Take time this New Year’s Eve to reflect on the past year with family and friends. As the  
evening proceeds, talk about your memories together. What have you learned from your  
experiences this past year, and how does it connect with your faith in Jesus Christ? As you 
begin the new year, commit yourself to regular faith practices. Consider prayer, blessing  
others, and reading scripture daily. It becomes a way of life. Mealtime and bedtime prayers are 
a good place to start. What tradition will you begin this year as part of your faith journey? 


