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JANUARY 1, 2018 
NEW YEAR’S EVE, 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 

JANUARY 1, 2018 

HYMN FOR THE NEW YEAR  
Soon and Very Soon 
 

A time to reflect on the seasons of one’s life. 

Sunday Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 For everything there is a season 

 Matthew 25:31-46 The great judgment 

   

Monday Psalm 8 God-given dignity to humans 

 Revelation 21:1-6a New heaven and earth 

   

NEW YEAR’S BIBLE READINGS 
 

Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your 
New Year’s celebrations. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under  
heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the New Year: 
Lord God, give us thankful hearts and joyful hope as we begin this new year. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord, for a year of many meals we give you praise; in the year to come please bless our days. 
Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord God, the Alpha and the Omega dwell with you, wipe away all your tears, and give 
you great joy as you begin a new year. (Revelation 21:1-6a) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 What were some of your joys and disappointments in 2017?  

 What are your hopes and concerns for the coming year? 

 How did you experience God’s love and care in the past year? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Revelation 21:1-6a.  

The anticipation of a new year can be a reminder of how God promises to make all things new 
one day. Every tear will be wiped away. Every bit of sadness and even death itself will be no 
more. This promise is filled with great love like “a bride adorned for her husband” (v.2). As you 
reflect on the year past and the year ahead, take time to recall the good news of Jesus Christ, 
the Alpha and the Omega, who is “making all things new” (v. 5) and who fills us with hope, 
love, and life. Count your blessings by making a list of all the things you can think of to give 
thanks to God for this past year. Then use the following prayer. 

Pray:  Dear God, you who are the beginning and the end, you who promise to make all things 
new, we give you thanks for how you care for us now and always. Amen. 

Conclude by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
In Matthew 25:31-48, the Gospel of Matthew emphasizes discipleship that produces acts of 
loving kindness, especially for those who are in greatest need. Consider some ways of  
committing to the needs of others this year including the hungry, the poor, the lonely, and the 
imprisoned. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Take time to reflect on the past year with family and friends. Talk about your memories.  
Consider using the following questions: 

 What were some good things that happened this past year? Challenges you faced? 

 What are your hopes and concerns for the coming year? 

 What commitments would you like to make for reading the Bible and praying in 2018? 

Finish this time of conversation with prayer, asking God to bless and care for one another, the 
church, and world in the coming year. 
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JANUARY 7, 2018 
BAPTISM OF 
OUR LORD 

JANUARY 7, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
I’m Going on a Journey 

God’s voice is heard in baptism. 

Sunday Mark 1:4-11 Baptism of Christ 

Monday Genesis 1:1-5 The first day in all creation 

Tuesday Acts 19:1-7 Baptism into Christ 

Wednesday 1 Peter 1:3-9 New birth into a living hope 

Thursday Luke 3:15-22 Baptism of Christ 

Friday Romans 6:1-5 Dying and rising with Christ 

Saturday Psalm 29 The great God over all creation 

Sunday John 1:43-51 Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” Mark 1:11 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear God, you whose voice makes all things new, make us new this day with baptismal grace. 
Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
In the beginning, God made the heavens, earth, and sky. For life and food and daily care, we 
praise you, Lord Most High! Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God who rules over land and sea, give you strength to be God’s people. May the Lord 
bless you with peace. (Psalm 29:10-11)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 In your daily life, whose voice do you tend to hear, trust, and follow?  

 In Genesis 1:3 and Psalm 29, these texts emphasize that God speaks and things happen. 
How do you hear the voice of God today? How does that impact or change your life? 

 What does it mean to you that through your baptism, you are God’s beloved child? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Mark 1:9-11 and Acts 19:1-7. 

Since the time of the early church, baptism has been referred to as “a mystery,” a sacramental 
act of God that combines Jesus’ command, the Holy Spirit, the physical presence of water, and 
God’s promise of forgiveness. Our baptism involves trust and faith that goes beyond our  
abilities to fully comprehend the work and grace of God. It involves a mystery. How does it 
bless your life to trust that God has acted in your baptism just as God spoke and acted in the 
baptism of Jesus? Pray the following prayer: 

Pray:  Dear God, creator of goodness and light, your voice moves over the waters and gives 
us new life in baptism. Come Holy Spirit, forgive us each day as a follower of Jesus and give 
us life everlasting. Amen.  

SERVICE 
The Baptism of our Lord Sunday is a good time to reach out to your baptismal sponsors or 
someone for whom you have sponsored in baptism. It is also a good time to reach out to  
someone you have mentored or who has mentored you in the life of faith. Send that person a 
note of appreciation and thanksgiving as together you live and trust in God’s promises. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Christian baptism ushers in a new life in Christ that involves daily repentance and forgiveness. 
To emphasize the daily renewal we experience in baptism, begin each day by making the sign 
of the cross on your forehead or over your heart and say: “In the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, I am a beloved child of God.” Consider this as a tradition you continue into the 
future. 
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JANUARY 14, 2018 
SECOND SUNDAY 
AFTER EPIPHANY 

JANUARY 14, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Jesus Calls Us; 
o’er the Tumult 

We are all called to be God’s servants. 

Sunday John 1:43-51 Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael 

Monday 1 Samuel 3:1-20 The call of Samuel 

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Honor God with your body 

Wednesday Romans 8:31-39 God’s love in Christ Jesus 

Thursday Genesis 28:10-17 God blesses Jacob 

Friday 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Called to be saints 

Saturday Psalm 139 The Lord knows us well 

Sunday Mark 1:14-20 Jesus calls disciples 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down 
and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.   
Psalm 139:1-2 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Jesus, Son of God, you have searched me and known me. Thank you for calling me to follow you 
as a beloved child of God. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
God bless this food. God bless this day. God keep us safe in every way. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God who knows when you sit down and when you rise up, who is acquainted with all 
your ways, give you the freedom to serve the world with joy. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 What does it mean to you to be called by God?  

 When have you sensed God calling you to be a servant of God’s love? 

 Psalm 139 speaks of a God who knows us and cares for us very intimately. What does it 
mean to you to have a God who cares for you and knows you so personally? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  1 Samuel 3:9-10. 

It is easy to accept that pastors have a call from God, but we all have a call from God, one that 
begins in baptism. Eli tells Samuel to listen to God’s call to Samuel. Philip tells Nathanael to 
“come and see” (John 1:46). Psalm 139 gives praise to God who knows and cares for the  
psalmist quite personally (verses 1-3). When do you sense the call and care of God? Who helps 
you listen to and recognize God in your life? Pray the following prayer: 

Pray:  Dear God, you have called me by name and send me out into your world to do your 
work and will each day. Help me to hear your voice and to do your will for the sake of Christ 
who has come to bring salvation to all. Amen.  

SERVICE 
When Jesus called Philip to follow him, Philip wanted to share the good news of Jesus with his 
friend Nathanael. It is an example of faith that is formed through, personal, trusted  
relationships. Identify a personal friend or family member to share the love and hope that  
Jesus brings. It can be someone who is already Christian and who could use the  
encouragement of your own faith practice. Fellow Christians also need the affirmation of faith 
that others can bring. Consider using portions of Taking Faith Home with that person to initiate 
conversation and prayer. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Psalm 139 offers one of the most personal and intimate expressions of God’s care and  
presence for one’s life in the Bible. Like the Apostle Paul states in Romans 8:38-39, nothing can 
separate us from God’s love. Read Psalm 139 slowly several times and select a verse to reflect 
on during the week, one that perhaps has special meaning for your current circumstances. 
Memorize and pray the verse during the week. 
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JANUARY 21, 2018 
THIRD SUNDAY 
AFTER EPIPHANY 

JANUARY 21, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Lead Me, Guide Me 

Jesus calls us to follow him. 

Sunday Mark 1:14-20 Jesus calls disciples 

Monday Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Jonah goes to Nineveh 

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Live without anxiety in daily life 

Wednesday Genesis 12:1-9 God calls Abram 

Thursday Mark 3:13-19 Jesus appoints the twelve 

Friday 1 Corinthians 7:17-24 Live the life assigned to you 

Saturday Psalm 62:5-12 God is powerful and kind 

Sunday Mark 1:21-28 Jesus teaches in the synagogue 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”   
Mark 1:17 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord Jesus, you who call us to follow you, we thank you for your steadfast love that gives us the 
courage and the faith to follow. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
For food and drink, house and home, we thank you God, you give them all. May we hear your 
voice and follow your call. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God who calls you to follow Jesus be your mighty rock, and your protection, now and 
always. (Mark 1:17 and Psalm 62:7) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 What is the difference between being a leader and being a follower? In what ways are 
you a leader? In what ways are you a follower?  

 In Mark 1:16-20, Simon, Andrew, James, and John respond immediately to Jesus’ call to 
follow him. What does this story say about Jesus power to call us? 

 In the book of Jonah, Jonah did not want to preach repentance as God had directed him 
to do, so at first he ran away from God’s call. What does Jonah’s experience teach us 
about God’s power, grace, and mercy? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Psalm 62:5-12 in the style of lectio divina (divine reading). 

This is a psalm of trust in God’s power and steadfast love. Read the verses slowly twice, then 
pause to reflect on a word or phrase that stands out for you. Focus on that word or phrase for 
an extended time. What might be the significance of that word or phrase for you today? Read 
it again and wonder how this text may guide your life in the days ahead. 
 
Pray: Read it a final time as a prayer, and conclude by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

SERVICE 
Simon, Andrew, James, and John left their jobs as fishermen to follow Jesus. They were now to 
be “fishers of people.” Following Jesus sometimes means sacrificing, giving up, or sharing 
earthly goods to share Jesus’ love and good news with others. Decide on an act of giving or 
sharing you can do this week as a way to promote the message and work of Christ for the sake 
of the world. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
The fish is an important Christian symbol. Each letter in the Greek spelling of the word 
“fish” (IXTHUS) begins a Greek word that stands for “Jesus Christ God Son Savior.” During the 
early church, it was dangerous to be a Christian in some parts of the Roman Empire. Believers 
developed a code to reveal their faith to others who were Christian. One person would draw 
on the ground the upper half of a fish symbol. If the other person was a Christian, they would 
recognize this and add a second curve line to complete the drawing of a fish.  

 Practice making the fish symbol with others by having two people make curved lines to 
create the fish symbol. 

 Place the fish design in different parts of your home to symbolize and remind you of 
your faith in Jesus. 

 Pray for those who live in places today where it is dangerous to be a Christian. 
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JANUARY 28, 2018 
FOURTH SUNDAY 
AFTER EPIPHANY 

JANUARY 28, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
O, for a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing 

Jesus teaches with power and authority. 

Sunday Mark 1:21-28 Jesus teaches in the synagogue 

Monday Deuteronomy 18:15-20 Treat everyone with justice 

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Love builds up others 

Wednesday Matthew 7:24-29 Jesus teaches with authority 

Thursday John 14:23-31 Obeying Jesus’ teaching 

Friday Joshua 1:6-9 The Lord speaks to Joshua 

Saturday Psalm 111 Praise for God’s wonderful works 

Sunday Mark 1:29-39 Jesus heals many people 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. Mark 1:22 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear God, you rule with steadfast love and faithfulness. Teach us to trust your ways and to  
extend your love to others. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
The Lord is kind and merciful. God provides food for one and all. Thanks be to God! Amen.  
(Psalm 111:4-5) 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God guide you in the way of Christ. May the grace and mercy of the Lord be your strength 
and comfort, now and always. (Psalm 111:4) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Talk about a teacher you liked and respected. What did you learn from him or her?  

 In Mark 1:21-28, Jesus’ teaching was more than learning information. How is he  
different from other religious leaders of his day? 

 The unclean spirit knew who Jesus was, the Holy one of God. Faith is about a  
relationship to God that is more than knowing about God. How do you have a  
relationship to Jesus that is more than information? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Psalm 111. 

It is a song of praise that gives examples of who God is in the community of the congregation 
(v. 1); God’s righteousness lasts forever (v. 3); God is gracious and merciful (v. 4); and, God is 
faithful, just, and trustworthy (v. 7). It is a psalm of praise that describes who God is. God does 
not need our praise. Our neighbors need the message of praise to encourage them and us in 
our faith. Make your own list of how you see God at work in the world and in your life. Make 
that into a prayer that begins, “God, you who (then use your list of descriptions), we praise 
you for your goodness. Holy and awesome is your name. In Christ we pray. Amen.” 

SERVICE 
In 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Paul directs those who have the greater insight regarding the Christian 
faith not to use their insight to hurt those who don’t have the same understanding. Knowledge 
by itself is not enough. As he wrote, “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (v. 1b). The  
Christian life is not about knowing more than the next person, but caring for the other person. 
This next week, think about someone whose opinion you disagree with. Find some way of 
affirming that person as an act of love in a way that moves beyond who is right and who is 
wrong. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Meals are filled with rituals and traditions that can reflect one’s faith. Research shows that 
there is great benefit to people when they eat meals together. Make a commitment to eat at 
least five meals a week with family or close friends. A simple mealtime practice is to  pray  
before your meals and talk about your day and what you are most (and least) grateful for.  

Mealtime Prayer:  
The Lord is kind and merciful. God provides food for one and all. Thanks be to God! Amen.  


