MARCH 4, 2018

MARCH 4, 2018
THIRD SUNDAY
IN LENT

HYMN OF THE WEEK
Change my Heart,
O God

Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 2:13-22

Jesus cleanses the temple

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Matthew 22:34-40
Matthew 5:43-48
Romans 13:8-10
Psalm 19
John 3:14-21

The Ten Commandments
Christ crucified
The greatest commandment
Love for enemies
Love for one another
God as creator and giver of the law
God so loved the world

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group:
 How do you show others that you care for them?
 The Ten Commandments are simple—but not easy—ways to care for others and honor
God. Pick one of the Commandments and talk about how it helps you care for your
neighbor and honor God?
 God shows love for us through the cross of Christ. How is that a surprising way to show
us God’s love?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Exodus 20:1-17.
The Ten Commandments tell us how God wants us to live and care for our neighbor. Look at
the Ten Commandments, two at a time. Talk about them with others. Pray for God’s help to
care for others through them. Use them to serve others this week. Consider memorizing the
Commandments.
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

I am the Lord your God: you shall have not other gods. You shall not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain.
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his manservant or
his maidservant or his cattle or anything that is your neighbor’s.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.
1 Corinthians 1:22-23 (NRSV)

Pray: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O
LORD, my rock and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

The Ten Commandments identify Christian vocation, how we live a faithful and loving life as a
follower of Jesus. List the work, study, worship, and play activities you do each week and
identify which of the Ten Commandments that effort obeys (or disobeys).

A Prayer for the Week:
God so wise and strong, help us to worship you alone and to follow your Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, with all we say, do, and think. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
For all we eat and all we wear, for daily bread and loving care, we thank you, God. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the God whose foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and whose weakness is stronger
than human strength give life to your soul and joy to your heart. (Psalm 19:7-8)
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SERVICE

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
In the cleansing of the temple (John 2:13-22) Jesus spoke of his body as the temple. The church
would learn that wherever people worship Jesus, there is the dwelling place of God. This
includes your own home. Mark out a place where you dwell to be a special place of worship to
pray, meditate, and even sing hymns to God. Go to that place and read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
and pray: Dear Jesus, help me to receive and trust the message of the cross that is the power
and wisdom of God. Help me to honor this space to know and remember that you are with
me to love you and care for others. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Amen.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MARCH 11, 2018

MARCH 11, 2018
FOURTH SUNDAY
IN LENT

HYMN OF THE WEEK
What Wondrous Love
Is This

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Faith is a gift from God.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 3:14-21

God so loved the world

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Numbers 21:4-9
Ephesians 2:1-10
1 John 4:7-21
Isaiah 12:1-6
Galatians 2:15-21
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
John 12:20-33

The serpent of bronze
Faith is a gift from God
God is love
Thanks to God, our Savior
Saved through faith in Christ
Thanksgiving for deliverance
The grain of wheat that dies

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Lord Jesus, thank you for being God’s light in our world. Thank you for all you have done in us and
through us. Amen. (John 3:19-21)

Mealtime Prayer:
Each meal we eat is a reminder of your love for us. Thank you, God! Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God, who is rich in mercy, grace, and love, make you alive together with Christ.
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Discuss in your home or small group:
 Talk about something you love to do.
 Tell about a time you felt you were not in control of what was happening around you.
 We want to have control in most everything we do, including our faith, but Ephesians
2:8-9 makes it clear that faith is a gift. How does that influence how you think, judge,
and live as one who believes in the power and grace of God?

DEVOTIONS
Read: John 3:14-21.
In the Gospel of John, the word “world” refers to that which is opposed to—even hates—God
(See John 1:10; 3:19; 12:31; 14:22-24; and 15:18-20). Martin Luther called John 3:16 “the
gospel in miniature.” C.S. Lewis stated that the reason God created us was so that God could
love us. Reflect on what it means that God loves the world that is hostile to God.
Finish these sentences: “Today God showed me love by . . .” and “Today I can show God’s love
to others by . . .” Then recite John 3:16.
Pray: Dear God, thank you for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who shows us your love, a
commitment to us that we cannot fully understand but that blesses us with hope and
purpose in the world you love. Amen.

SERVICE
We were “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our
way of life” (Ephesians 2:10). Acts of service are not simply an obligation but “a way of life.”
List or talk about the gifts you have been given to serve others. Now list or talk about how
those gifts are used to care for others. Give thanks to God for this way of life.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
It is a Christian tradition to begin a meal by offering a word of thanks as a mealtime prayer. It
was more common in past generations to also offer a prayer at the end of the meal, a prayer
that could include words similar to Psalm 107:1.
Begin the meal with this prayer: Each meal we eat is a reminder of your love for us. Thank
you, God! Amen.
Finish the meal with: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures
forever. Amen.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MARCH 18, 2018

MARCH 18, 2018
FIFTH SUNDAY
IN LENT

HYMN OF THE WEEK
Now the Green Blade
Rises

CARING CONVERSATIONS

How do we see Jesus?
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 12:20-33

The grain of wheat that dies

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 20:24-29
1 Kings 19:11-18
1 Corinthians 5:14-21
Psalm 51:1-12
Mark 15:1-39

A new covenant from God
Jesus as high priest
Thomas sees and believes
Elijah meets God
Christ died for all
A prayer for cleansing
The passion of Jesus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
[Some Greeks] came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” John 12:21 (NRSV)

Discuss in your home or small group:
 Think of a specific friend or family member. How would you describe that person to
someone else?
 As in the days of Jesus, we still long to see Jesus. How do you see Jesus in the world
today?
 Jesus said that now was the time for the Son of Man to be glorified. In John, Jesus’
glorification happens in his death and resurrection. Why do you think Jesus answered
this way when someone asked to see him?

DEVOTIONS
Read: John 12:20-33.
Some Greeks, that is people from another culture than that of the disciples, want to see Jesus.
Philip and Andrew bring the request to Jesus. Jesus responds by saying the hour has now come
and only the buried grain that dies in the earth will bring lots of fruit. He continues to point out
that to serve Jesus is to follow Jesus. To see Jesus is to follow the way of the cross, the way of
death and resurrection, the way of self-sacrifice for a greater gain (v. 25). Jesus connects seeing
him with his way of the cross (death and new life) and with his disciples living a similar pattern
of life. Reflect on how being a follower of Jesus helps others to see him. How do others see
Jesus through the hurts and disappointments of life?
Pray: Dear Jesus, help us to see you in your suffering and death that we may glorify you in
your cross and empty tomb. Amen.

SERVICE
PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Dear Jesus, help us to see you in your suffering and death that we may glorify you in your cross
and empty tomb. Amen.

In Psalm 51:12, the psalmist prays, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a
willing spirit.” In the Bible a willing spirit includes the desire for justice and mercy, the kind that
cares for the widow and orphan, that is, those who do not have the resources to take care of
basic human needs for survival. As part of your Lenten discipline, make a financial contribution
to an organization that cares for those in need or serve in an organization that offers care to
others.

Mealtime Prayer:
You feed the hungry with grains of wheat. Thank you Lord, for this food to eat. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord your God grant you the joy of your salvation and sustain you with a willing spirit.
(Psalm 51:12)
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RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
People often buy flowers to place in the sanctuary during Easter worship as a sign of new life
that has come through the death and resurrection of Jesus. After Easter worship, gift the
flowers to someone with a special note that includes a traditional Easter response: Christ is
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MARCH 25, 2018

MARCH 25, 2018
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY

HYMN OF THE WEEK
All Glory, Laud and
Honor

At the cross Jesus is declared God’s Son.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

Mark 15:1-39

The passion of Jesus

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Mark 11:1-11
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Isaiah 52:13–53:12
Psalm 31
Mark 16:1-8

Jesus enters Jerusalem
A Servant Song
The Christ Hymn
Jesus washes disciples’ feet
God’s suffering servant
Prayer for deliverance
The tomb is empty

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group:
 Talk about a time you thought you did something very well.
 What are the marks of a successful life?
 God’s story of victory over sin and death leads Jesus to die obediently on the cross. Talk
about how difficult this is for us to accept or understand when Jesus’ death does not
look like a triumph to the world.

DEVOTIONS
Read: Mark 11:1-11.
As Jesus enters Jerusalem, he knows the week will not end the way the people praising him will
want. And yet, Jesus accepts the people’s dreams and hopes and takes them to the cross with
him and turns those dreams and hopes into something more. Reflect on how some of your
hopes and dreams are not filled with the message and kingdom Jesus brings.
Pray: Dear God, take my dreams and hopes and make them yours. Mold our wants into your
reign of steadfast love and mercy, into a love of God and neighbor that makes all things new.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!”
Mark 11:9 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Dear Jesus, thank you for accepting both our praise and our hopes as you accept the suffering
and death of the cross for our salvation. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Hosanna, praise to you, Lord God, for saving us and for feeding us. Hosanna to Christ the King.
Amen.

SERVICE
Do you know someone who will spend Easter Sunday alone? Share your resurrection joy by
inviting that person to lunch or dinner next Sunday.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Palm Sunday signals the beginning of Holy Week. Make crosses out of palms, construction
paper, or wood to hold during prayer throughout Holy Week as a reminder to listen. Listening
is a faith practice that includes listening with a faithful and discerning ear to God’s word and
judgement and listening to the voice and concerns of one’s neighbor. Use Holy Week to give
attention to your listening skills to wonder about God’s care and will for you and all God has
created. Listen to others for the concerns and passions of their lives and then take time to hold
your cross and pray for them.

A Blessing to Give:
May God’s face shine upon you, and save you with the steadfast love of the Lord. (Psalm 31:16)
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MARCH 29-31, 2018
MAUNDY THURSDAY
GOOD FRIDAY
HOLY SATURDAY

MARCH 29-31, 2018

We are healed through Jesus’ suffering.

Discuss in your home or small group:
 Tell about a time you were in great pain.
 Thinking about the story of Jesus’ sufferings and death, what stands out to you?
 If you could write words for a sign to place above the cross of Jesus, what would they
be?

HOLY WEEK BIBLE READINGS
Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your
Holy Week observances.
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 Jesus washes disciples’ feet
Isaiah 52:13–53:12
God’s suffering servant
Psalm 31
Prayer for deliverance

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR HOLY WEEK
But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises
we are healed. Isaiah 53:5 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

HYMN FOR HOLY WEEK
Were You There

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DEVOTIONS
Read: John 18:1–19:42 or for children, read about the betrayal and death of Jesus in a
storybook Bible.
Light a candle to symbolize the life of Christ. At the point in the reading when the death of
Jesus is recounted, snuff out the candle and have a period of silence. Invite each person to say
a prayer of thanks to Jesus for his suffering that brings healing to the world.
Pray: Lord Jesus, you stretched out your arms in love for us. Through your suffering we are
healed. Open our hearts and the hearts of others to receive your love. Amen.

SERVICE
In John 13:1-17, Jesus washed his followers’ feet to symbolize how he would serve, cleanse,
and heal them through his death on the cross. Have you ever washed someone else’s feet or
had them wash yours? Why would you do this? After discussion, conclude with this prayer:
Dear Jesus, in the washing of feet you cleanse and heal us and send us out to serve and love
one another. Help us to serve others as a way to show our love for you and all that you have
created. Amen.

A Prayer for Holy Week:
Lord Jesus, you stretched out your arms in love for us. Through your suffering we are healed.
Open our hearts and the hearts of others to receive your love. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Merciful God, through suffering and death you heal us. Through this food you restore us daily for
love and good deeds. Thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Are there any faith practices you have added to your daily life during Lent? If so, what were
they? From Thursday evening to Saturday afternoon have simple meals to give more time for
reflection and prayer regarding the healing Jesus brings through his suffering. Read
Isaiah 52:13–53:12 during mealtimes. Place a nail at each place setting as a visual reminder of
the real suffering Jesus endured. End meals with this blessing: May the crucified Christ shine
his face upon you and save you through his steadfast love.

May the crucified Christ shine his face upon you and save you through his steadfast love. (Psalm
31:16)
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MARCH 31, 2018

MARCH 31, 2018
EASTER VIGIL

HYMN FOR EASTER VIGIL
We Know that Christ
Is Raised

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Raised to newness of life.
EASTER VIGIL BIBLE READINGS
Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your
Easter Vigil observances.
Saturday

Genesis 1:1–2:4a
Exodus 14:10-31
Isaiah 55:1-11
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Romans 6:3-11
Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26
Mark 16:1-8

Creation story
Exodus from Egypt
A hymn of triumph
The valley of dry bones
Alive in Christ
Thanksgiving for the Lord’s deeds
The tomb is empty

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR EASTER VIGIL
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we
too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for Easter Vigil:
Almighty God, just as you raised Jesus from the dead, we thank you for raising us to a new life,
now and always. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, may the food on the table remind us of our need for you, for daily bread, and our hope
in you for life eternal. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of God’s and the Lord of Lord’s bless you with God’s steadfast love that endures
forever. (Psalm 136:2-3)
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Discuss in your home or small group:
 What is something that excites you about the resurrection?
 How are you already living in the resurrection?
 How does the new life in Christ set you free?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Romans 6:3-11.
From the time of the early church, the Easter Vigil has been the occasion to celebrate the
resurrection by baptizing people into the body of Christ. Baptism is God’s act of joining us to
the death and resurrection of Jesus that leads to a new way of life for the baptized. Once the
sun has set on March 31, light candles (or start an outside bonfire), and read the Easter Vigil
Bible Readings. They are a sampling of the biblical story of God’s saving work that finds its most
complete expression in the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. Keep a moment of
silence for prayer and reflection after each text is read. After the final Bible reading and silence,
pray the following prayer:
Pray: Dear good and gracious God, on this most holy night, the night of Christ’s rising from
the dead, we thank you for the gift of baptism that joins us to your saving work and gives us
new life in this age and in the age to come. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
The good news of Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death gave birth to a new life in Christ.
Part of the new life has shown itself for nearly 2,000 years of care for orphans, widows,
refugees, the hungry, the homeless, and all those who suffer from daily want. Make a special
mission gift to your local congregation or larger church organization that serves the needs of
people around the world. Let it be a gift of thanksgiving for the newness of life Christ has given
you.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Now that the season of Lent is over we can now use Alleluia. The word Alleluia is traditionally
not used during Lent. It is “buried” in Lent to be resurrected with Easter. Use paper or a cloth
to make an Alleluia banner. If children are present, hide the Alleluia banner and let them find
it. Then post it someplace for all to see. Share the good news with one another by saying:
Christ is risen; He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

