MAY 6, 2018

MAY 6, 2018
SIXTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

HYMN OF THE WEEK
Spirit of the Living God

The Holy Spirit expands the vision of Jesus’ followers.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 15:9-17

Love one another

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Acts 10:44-48
1 John 5:1-6
Isaiah 61:1-11
Romans 12:9-21
1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
Psalm 98
John 17:6-19

Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit
Faith conquers the world
Good news of deliverance
Love with sincerity
The church’s faith and example
Make a joyful noise
Christ’s prayer for his disciples

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Acts 10:47-48a (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, just as the Holy Spirit surprised Peter and his friends by including Gentiles in the
church, open our hearts and minds to new ways to accept and love others. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
God at our table, giver of bread, bless us to love, just as you’ve said. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the God who has done marvelous things, bless you with joy and God’s steadfast love and
faithfulness. (Psalm 98)
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CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group:
 Tell of a story when you were greatly surprised by something.
 Talk about an event that changed or influenced your life.
 The church’s identity changed to include Gentiles for the first time (Acts 10:44-48). How
has your understanding of the church grown over the years to be more inclusive?

DEVOTIONS
Read: John 15:9-17.
Jesus’ command to love one another describes the life of his followers, people who were
chosen by Jesus to be his disciples and enabled to bear fruit (v. 16). That opens up the lives of
Jesus’ followers to love and befriend others. Similarly, in Acts 10:44-48 the Holy Spirit amazed
Peter and his fellow disciples and expanded their vision to include the uncircumcised to be
accepted as part of the church. God’s ways surprise and empower us through the word of God
and the Spirit of God. Reflect on how God’s word (Jesus’ commandment to love) and the Holy
Spirit have opened your life to love others and see the call to discipleship in ways that connect
you to a larger world of care. Conclude by praying:
Pray: Dear God, thank you for choosing me and all whom you call friends. Grant me and all
believers your power to bear fruit and to love and accept others for Jesus’ sake and in his
name. Amen.

SERVICE
Cornelius welcomed Peter and others into his home. It was in the home that Cornelius received
Peter’s message and where his household was baptized. Peter and his friends were asked to
stay in Cornelius’ home for several days, obviously giving the new converts more time and
experience with the message of Jesus. In the New Testament the home is church, too. Invite
others to your home and use portions of this Taking Faith Home bulletin to share God’s word
and empower lives in the Christian faith.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Throughout the Bible and the history of the church, singing has been a faithful way of
worshipping God and expressing one’s faith in God (Psalm 98). Sing and/or pray the words of
Spirit of the Living God and add other songs as well. Begin your singing and praying by saying
the worlds of Psalm 98:4: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into
joyous song and sing praises.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MAY 10, 2018

MAY 10, 2018
ASCENSION OF
THE LORD

HYMN FOR ASCENSION DAY
A Hymn of Glory
Let Us Sing!

Jesus promises his followers power from on high.
ASCENSION DAY BIBLE READINGS
Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your
Ascension Day celebrations.
Thursday

Luke 24:44-53
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23

The ascension of Jesus
Jesus is ascended
God rules the nations
Paul’s prayer for the church

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR ASCENSION DAY
“And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Luke 24:49 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for Ascension Day:
Almighty God, we give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit so that we may be your witnesses to
the power of the resurrection. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Lord Jesus, ascended above, thank you for your gifts of love. For food and home and all our days,
we offer up our prayers of praise. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the ascended Lord Jesus give you power from on high. May he bless you and fill you with joy.
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CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group:
 What is it like to wait for something you want to happen now?
 In Acts 1:6 the disciples asked Jesus whether this was the time for him to restore the
kingdom to Israel. What do you think the followers of the resurrected Jesus wanted him
to do?
 The disciples had their hopes for what God would do through the resurrected Jesus.
What would you like to see God do today?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Luke 24:44-53.
The Ascension of Jesus shows God’s power, but that power does not mean that human history
as we know it comes to an end. Instead, Jesus’ followers are given power to be witnesses to
Jesus as the Messiah, the one who had to suffer, die, and rise on the third day (v. 46). That
message gives the followers of Jesus power to proclaim the message of repentance and
forgiveness to the whole world. By that same power, we are given understanding of the
Scriptures (v. 45); we are able to worship God and be filled with great joy (v. 46) even as we
wait for the completion of history with the return of Christ (Acts 1:11). Being “clothed with
power from on high” (v. 49) is not the same as marching through cities with armies like the
Romans did. God’s power gives hope and courage, not fear or despair. Reflect on how your life
has been empowered by the Holy Spirit with forgiveness and hope.
Pray: Dear God, help us, your followers, to wait with hope and trust in the power of
forgiveness and new life that you give us to share with the whole world. Amen.

SERVICE
As Christians we have a power unlike any other, the power to care for others as servants of the
risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ, the name that is above every name (Ephesians 1:21). It
includes the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) to witness to God’s love and forgiveness
(Luke 24:47). As a servant of God, extend a word of forgiveness and hope in Christ to someone
this week.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Begin a tradition of making cloud parfaits by alternating blue Jell-O or blue ice cream with
whipped cream in a tall glass. While making this treat, read Psalm 47:5-7 and talk about what
this scripture means to you. After enjoying it, bless one another as Jesus blessed his disciples
when he ascended. May the ascended Lord Jesus give you power from on high. May he bless
you and fill you with joy.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MAY 13, 2018

MAY 13, 2018
SEVENTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

HYMN OF THE WEEK
Take, Oh, Take Me
As I Am

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Jesus prays for his disciples.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 17:6-19

Christ’s prayer for his disciples

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Acts 1:15-26
1 John 5:9-13
1 Corinthians 1:10-17
John 17:20-26
Ephesians 4:1-5
Psalm 1
Acts 2:1-21

Matthias replaces Judas
Knowing about eternal life
Be perfectly united
Jesus prays for all believers
Keep the unity of the Spirit
The way to happiness
The Holy Spirit is given

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
“And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” John 17:11 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Dear Jesus, thank you for praying for us and for all your followers. May we experience the unity
of faith that you want for us. Amen.

Discuss in your home or small group:
 Whose name(s) do you value and why?
 God’s presence is known through the work of Jesus. Looking at what Jesus did and said,
what do you know about who God is?
 John 17 is Jesus’ prayer for his followers living in the world. The “world” represents that
which is opposed to God (v. 14). How is Jesus’ prayer for you, as his follower, important
to you as someone living in a world opposed to God?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26.
The apostles add Matthias to be part of the twelve as a way to replace Judas, the one who
betrayed Jesus. It is clear that the selection of Matthias is understood as God’s choice, just as
God has called and chosen all of Jesus’ followers. Interestingly, Matthias is never mentioned
again in the New Testament. Matthias represents others who are added to the mission of the
church, people like the Ethiopian eunuch, Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and especially Saul who
becomes Paul. Reflect on how your own life is part of a long line of followers of Jesus over the
centuries. Think about others who have shared God’s love with you. How have they
influenced your life of faith?
Pray: Dear God, I thank you for the gift and life of faith that enables me to be sent and to
make your name known to the world through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

SERVICE
Mother’s Day is an opportunity to honor all women who have cared for you. In the church,
motherhood is more than a family designation. It represents the important role of caring for
and nurturing others in the journey of faith. The church in the New Testament is described as
the “bride of Christ.” People like Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Mary Magdalene represent
the love and care extended to Jesus Christ, the same love and care extended throughout the
centuries to the body of Christ. Take time to recall, give thanks and pray for the women who
have cared for you. You may wish to send them a note or offer them a personal gift to express
your appreciation.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Mealtime Prayer:
God bless this food, God bless this day, God keep us safe in every way. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God protect you and keep you safe from all evil. May you live in peace.
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In Psalm 1, people who are faithful to God’s law (that is, God’s teachings) are “like trees
planted by streams of water.” These trees do not wither but yield fruit and prosper. Similarly,
the lives of the followers of Jesus do not wither as they are fed by God’s word. To remember
the importance of God’s word in your life, designate or add a “faith plant” in your home. As
you water it, recall the importance of the flowing waters of God’s word that feed and nourish
your life ”day and night” (v. 2).
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MAY 20, 2018

MAY 20, 2018
PENTECOST SUNDAY

HYMN OF THE WEEK
Lord, Listen to Your
Children Praying

The Spirit intercedes for us through prayer.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

Acts 2:1-21

The Holy Spirit is given

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Romans 8:22-27
Ezekiel 36:22-28
Joel 2:21-29
Psalm 104:24-34
John 3:1-17

Work of the Spirit
The valley of dry bones
The Spirit intercedes
God’s Spirit is put within you
God’s Spirit poured out
All living things depend on God
Born of the Spirit

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. Romans 8:26 (NRSV)

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group:
 Tell about a time you experienced a disappointment, something that didn’t go the way
you wanted.
 It is often said that we learn not from our successes but from our failures. What have
you learned from something that did not go well for you?
 The Holy Spirit in Romans 8 does not take us away from creation and its pains but
connects our lives closely to it. What does it mean to you that our faith is alive with
hope for the future yet does not separate us from the pains of life today?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Acts 2:1-21.
The miracle of the story of Pentecost is not only that the disciples spoke in various languages
but that all the people heard the disciples speak in their own language. It is a miracle of
speaking and hearing. Pentecost has been described as the giving of the Holy Spirit and the
birth of the church. It is the birth of the ministry of the preaching of Peter and all future
preachers. It is also the birth of hearing the gospel in our own language. Reflect on a sermon
that has been important to you over the years. A good sermon can be missed by one who is not
listening in the Spirit. Pray this week for the Holy Spirit to intercede in your life that you may be
given ears to hear God’s word in faith, hope, and love (Acts 28:26-29).
Pray: Dear God, we thank you for your Holy Spirit that prays for us with sighs too deep for
words. Amen.

SERVICE

A Prayer for the Week:

Romans 8:22-27 acknowledges that we and all creation experience pain and suffering. Reach
out to someone who is experiencing a particular difficulty, a personal illness, or feeling the
disappointments and sorrows of life. Pray for the Spirit to intercede for you in a way that will
intercede in the other person’s life with hope.

Dear God, we thank you for your Holy Spirit that prays for us with sighs too deep for words.
Amen.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

Mealtime Prayer:
Faithful God, you give us food when we need it. You open your hands and satisfy us with good
things. Praise the Lord! Amen. (Psalm 104:27-28)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God who helps you in your weakness guide your prayers and your life in Christ’s name.
(Romans 8:26)
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Pentecost is a time to recall how our lives of faith and the entire body of Christ throughout the
ages are dependent upon the Holy Spirit for life and faith. It is a humbling thought that we do
not know how to pray as we ought. God’s Spirit is needed to intercede for us by connecting our
own groans with “sighs too deep for words” (the groaning of the Spirit on our behalf). Cut
sheets of red paper (the color that represents the Holy Spirit in the church) into the shape of
flames. Write down prayer ideas that may be words of praise and thanksgiving to God or words
seeking help for others or oneself. Offer prayers using the words you have jotted down
knowing that God is interceding through prayer on your behalf.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

MAY 27, 2018

MAY 27, 2018
TRINITY SUNDAY

HYMN OF THE WEEK
Come, All You People

We are children of God and heirs with Christ.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 3:1-17

Born of the Spirit

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Isaiah 6:1-8
Romans 8:12-17
Galatians 3:29–4:7
Isaiah 44:1-8
Titus 3:1-7
Psalm 29
Mark 2:23–3:6

A vision of God
Life in the Spirit
Heirs of promise
God pours out the Spirit
God saved us
The voice of God
A question about the sabbath

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
It is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.
Romans 8:16-17a (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Holy Trinity, we thank you for giving us new birth and making us your children and heirs of
promise forevermore. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above,
you heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord strengthen you and bless you with peace. (Psalm 29:11)
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CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group:
 Talk about a time you felt powerless in a situation.
 Slaves in the time of Christ had no legal power, no legal identity as a parent, and no
hope of inheritance. What would it be like to be a slave?
 We did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear but a spirit of adoption
(Romans 8:15). What does it mean to you to be adopted by God?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Romans 8:12-17 and John 3:1-17.
The Holy Trinity of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God in three persons, is a difficult
idea to understand. However, it is best described through relationship and story, our story as
people who have been “born from above” (John 3:3). John 3 and Romans 8 both focus on the
love of God that adopts us, gives us a new birth and makes us children of promise, children
with an inheritance with Christ. Instead of being slaves to sin and death, we are freed for a new
life in Christ. However, the glory of this new life still experiences suffering with Christ
(Romans 8:17). Reflect on how suffering connects us to God’s love for this present world.
Pray: Holy Trinity, we thank you for giving us new birth and making us your children and
heirs of promise forevermore. Amen.

SERVICE
In Isaiah 6:1-8 the prophet Isaiah is terrified by being in God’s holy presence because Isaiah is
unclean. That changes when an angel brings a flaming coal from the altar and cleanses Isaiah
from his sin. Then, in response to God’s question, “Whom shall I send?”, Isaiah is ready to say,
“Here I am, send me”. God continues today to call and send us out into the world with the
good news of Christ and his forgiveness. The one qualification Isaiah needed to be sent was to
be forgiven. We are all qualified to be sent through that same power of forgiveness. Consider
ways to be a servant of God’s love this week by offering an act of love, a caring conversation,
and/or a word of prayer that expresses trust and hope in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
A longstanding Christian tradition is to recall one’s baptism and being born from above by
reciting the words for the Trinity: “In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” This week
begin and end your days by making the sign of the cross on your forehead or over your heart
and say: “In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” Consider making this a daily
practice.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

