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In this summer edition of the Lavender Learning Newsletter, we will explore 

America's new federal holiday, groundbreaking Black professionals and how 

to have uncomfortable conversations about race. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

President Biden makes Juneteenth a federal holiday 

On Thursday, June 17, President Biden signed legislation making 

Juneteenth a federal holiday. Juneteenth commemorates the end of 

slavery in the United States. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/article/juneteenth-day-celebration.html
https://www.nytimes.com/article/juneteenth-day-celebration.html


Simone Biles’ Glamour photographer: “Patriotism has many 

different looks” 

Two Black American women are reaching the pinnacle of their 

professions, Simone Biles in gymnastics and Kennedi Carter in 

photography. Carter’s most recent project brought her face-to-face with 

Biles to capture a series stunning patriotic images for Glamour magazine. 

Biles, the most decorated American gymnast, is widely considered to be 

the greatest of all time in a sport long dominated by Whites. Carter is an 

emerging star in an art form that for so long closed its door to Black 

people for these types of shoots. Carter strives to highlight the aesthetics 

and sociopolitical aspects of Black life as well as the overlooked beauties 

of the Black experience: skin, texture, trauma, peace, love and 

community. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man Resources  

Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man is a safe place 

to have the uncomfortable conversations about race that many 

White people have never been able to have. The intent is to 

remove the barriers for why we have never had these 

conversations. Emmanuel Acho provides a free space for curious 

White people to answer the questions they have always had but 

have been too nervous to ask. 

 Watch Emmanuel Acho's videos here 

 Order the New York Time's Bestseller Uncomfortable 

Conversations with a Black Man here. 

 

https://uncomfortableconvos.com/episode/episode-2
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Follow this Instagram account to learn more about racial and 

social topics and issues – The4degreespod:  

Tune in to learn about the following: 

 

• An analysis of the American Planning Association (APA) 

statement on Righting the Wrongs of Racial Inequality (published 

May 2020) 

• Are some of the most influential urban planners racist in their 

policies? 

• A breakdown of federal policy decisions that altered communities 

based on race 

https://www.instagram.com/the4degreespod/?hl=en
http://www.deltakappapsi.org/home

